
Staff Reports

The sounds of live music, the 
smell of barbecue and the rumble 
of classic cars will fill W.J. Free-
man Park this weekend as the 
2026 Bartlett Fall Festival returns 
for two days of food, entertain-
ment and community activities.

The festival opens Friday, Oct. 
2, and continues Saturday, Oct. 3, 
with vendors, food, music, cars, 
motorcycles and activities for all 
ages.

Friday’s festivities run from 
5:30 to 9:30 p.m., with live mu-
sic beginning at 6 p.m. Bruce Kee 
will take the stage first, followed 
by Your Mom’s New Boyfriend 

at 8 p.m. Vendors also will be 
open throughout the evening.

Saturday’s activities begin ear-
ly, with the Legends Never Die 
Fitness Competition at 7 a.m. and 
the Judge Freeman Marr Panther 
Pride 5K at 8 a.m. Race results 
are scheduled for 9 a.m.

The festival grounds will open 
at 9 a.m., with a full day of enter-
tainment and activities planned.

The Mustangs of Memphis Car 
Show will be among the featured 
attractions, while performances 
throughout the day will include 
the Tennessee Twirlers at 9:30 
a.m., Panther Pom Dance at  

Formerly Bartlett Funeral Home  • “Meeting Your Emotional and Economic Needs”

5809 Stage Rd., Bartlett • www.bartlettheritage.com
Call Cynthia Phillips 

901-372-5555

Funeral Home & Cremation Center

• Traditional Funerals
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• Cremation Services 
• Pre-Arrangement  
   Assistance Available
(Call For An Appointment)Funeral Home & Cremation Center

• Hablamos Español
• Traditional Funerals
• Graveside Services
• Cremation Services
• Prearrangements
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901-372-5555

Courtesy City of Bartlett

Festival Schedule  
At A Glance:

FRIDAY, OCT. 2
•	5:30-9:30 p.m.: 
•	Festival and vendors
•	6 p.m.: Bruce Kee
•	8 p.m.: Your Mom’s 

New Boyfriend

SATURDAY, OCT. 3
•	7 a.m.:  

Legends Never Die 
Fitness Competition

•	8 a.m.:  
Judge Freeman Marr 
Panther Pride 5K

•	9 a.m.:  
5K race results

•	9 a.m.:  
Festival opens

•	9:30 a.m.:  
Tennessee Twirlers

•	10 a.m.:  
Panther Pom Dance

•	10 a.m.-4 p.m.:  
Rockin’ Robin DJs

•	11 a.m.:  
Bartlett Community 

Concert Band
•	Noon:  

Bartlett Police  
Department K-9 
demonstration

•	1 p.m.:  
Police & Fire Rib  
Eating Contest

•	2:30-4 p.m.:  
Bluff City Bandits

•	5 p.m.:  
BBQ Cooking  
Contest winners  
announced
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Bartlett Express
The

See Festival, page 2A

Bartlett Fall Festival brings music, barbecue 
and family fun to W.J. Freeman Park

Bartlett Express Reader’s Choice 2026Bartlett Express Reader’s Choice 2026
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FESTIVAL, Continued from 1A

Mayor presents Key to the City 
to 91-year-old Appalachian 

Trail record holder

Bartlett Fire Department 
Welcomes New E-1 Typhoon

Bartlett Fire  
Department pancake 

breakfast set for Oct. 17
The Bartlett Fire De-

partment will host its 46th 
annual Pancake Breakfast 
from 7 to 11 a.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 17, at The Venue at 
Bartlett Station.

The annual event brings 
the community together 
over pancakes while rais-
ing money for the Bartlett 
Fire Department Reserves. 
Proceeds support fire edu-
cation and community out-
reach efforts in Bartlett.

Breakfast will include 
pancakes, sausage and cof-
fee.

Residents are invited to 
attend, enjoy breakfast and 
support the department’s 
ongoing education and out-
reach programs. Tickets 
are available through the 

Bartlett Fire Department’s 
event page.

Source: Bartlett Fire 
Department

Staff Reports

Bartlett Mayor David 
Parsons recently welcomed 
a familiar local adventur-
er to City Hall, presenting 
Dale “GreyBeard” Sand-
ers with the Key to the 
City following Sanders’ 
record-setting Appalachian 
Trail hike.

Sanders, a Bartlett resi-
dent, completed the rough-
ly 2,200-mile Appalachian 
Trail in August 2026 at age 
91, reclaiming the record as 
the oldest person to com-
plete the trail.

It was not Sanders’ first 
time setting the record. In 
2017, he completed the trail 
at age 82. He returned to 
the challenge at age 90 and 
completed the trek again, 
officially reclaiming the re-
cord at Mount Katahdin in 
August.

Sanders’ accomplish-
ments extend beyond the 
Appalachian Trail. At age 

80, he solo-paddled the 
length of the Mississippi 
River and returned to com-
plete the journey again at 
age 87. He also won a gold 
medal in spearfishing and 
was named Athlete of the 
Year in 1965.

During the meeting, Par-
sons presented Sanders 
with the Key to the City in 
recognition of his accom-
plishments and his connec-
tion to the Bartlett commu-
nity.

Known by his nickname, 
“GreyBeard,” Sanders also 
shared what he describes 
as his four secrets to a long 
and happy life.

Sanders continues to 
document his adventures 
through his website, www.
greybeardadventurer.com. 
He also said a book about 
his experiences is in the 
works.

Source: City of Bartlett

10 a.m. and the Bartlett 
Community Concert Band 
at 11 a.m. Rockin’ Rob-
in DJs will provide music 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

At noon, the Bartlett 
Police Department will 
showcase its K-9 unit in a 
demonstration in front of 
the main stage.

Food and competition 
take center stage at 1 p.m. 
with the third annual Police 
& Fire Rib Eating Contest, 
sponsored by Fat Larry’s 

BBQ. Proceeds from the 
contest will benefit the 
Bartlett Police Charitable 
Foundation.

The Bluff City Bandits 
will perform from 2:30 to 
4 p.m., bringing the after-
noon to a close with live 
music.

The festival’s barbecue 
competition will wrap up 
the weekend at 5 p.m., 
when winners of the BBQ 
Cooking Contest, spon-
sored by Fast Turn Aviation 

and the Lord’s Church, will 
be announced inside the 
barbecue tent.

With a mix of live en-
tertainment, local vendors, 
family activities, competi-
tions and plenty of barbe-
cue, the Bartlett Fall Festi-
val offers a full weekend of 
community celebration at 
W.J. Freeman Park.

 
Source: City of Bartlett

READY, SET, EAT! The fourth annual Rib Eating Contest, presented by Fat Larry’s, returns to 
the Bartlett Fall Festival Saturday, Oct. 3, at 1 p.m. The $25 competition is open to everyone, 
with a cash prize on the line and all proceeds benefiting the Bartlett Police Charitable Foun-
dation. The afternoon will culminate with a rib-eating showdown between the Bartlett Fire 
Department and Bartlett Police Department. Hungry competitors can https://www.zeffy.com/
en-US/ticketing/fat-larrys-4th-annual-rib-eating-contest-for-charity? to register.

Staff Reports

BARTLETT, Tenn. — 
After a four-year wait, the 
Bartlett Fire Department 
has welcomed a new addi-
tion to its fleet.

The department’s newest 
apparatus, an E-1 Typhoon 
Platform Truck, is now on 
the lot at Bartlett Fire De-
partment Station 1, expand-
ing the department’s equip-
ment capabilities following 
an extended delivery peri-
od.

The public will have an 
opportunity to see the new 
truck up close during the 
annual Bartlett Fall Festival 

at Freeman Park on Friday 
and Saturday.

Bartlett firefighters will 
be on site throughout the 
weekend to showcase the 
new apparatus, answer 
questions and give festi-
val attendees a closer look 
at the department’s newest 
truck.

The arrival marks the 
completion of a lengthy 
wait for the department and 
provides Bartlett residents 
with an opportunity to see 
the new equipment before 
it begins serving the com-
munity.

Source: City of Bartlett
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BUCKMAN ART  
CENTER PRESENTS:
URBAN BUSH WOMEN’S 

“DANCE FOR EVERY BODY” 
WORKSHOP 

October 23, 2026,  
5:30 p.m. 

Free and open 
to the community 

Buckman Arts Center at  
St. Mary’s, 60 Perkins Extd., 

Memphis, TN 38117

Join the legendary Urban Bush 
Women for a free community 

workshop open to the public on 
Friday, October 23 at 5:30 p.m., 
prior to the company’s evening 
show. “Dance for Everybody” 
embraces the idea that each 

individual has a unique and 
powerful contribution to make 

and that bodies are a formidable 
source of agency. The goal is for 
“every body” to find their level of 

challenge and comfort and partake 
according to their abilities. This 

movement jam/dance class seeks 
to appreciacyounker@stmaryss-

chool.org to reserve a spot.

DEA DRUG TAKE BACK  
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24  
KROGER ON HIGHWAY 70 

AT APPLING
Dispose of your unused, expired, or  

unwanted prescription medication safely.
 

**SEND YOUR FREE CALENDAR ITEMS! 
jenniferdeshazo@ 

magicvalleypublishing.com

Scan This Code  
to visit us  

online, or go to: 
www.bartlett-express.news

 PUBLIC NOTICE
The Bartlett Historic Preservation Commission will hold a public hearing on Monday, October 
19, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. in the City Hall Annex located at 6382 Stage Road, Bartlett, Tennessee 38134.

The Commission will hear the request of Tameca Parker for approval of a Certificate of  
Appropriateness for a chimney removal. The property is located at 2978 Court Street with-
in the Bartlett Historic District. A Certificate of Appropriateness is required by the Bartlett  
Zoning Ordinance, Article VI, Section 25.

A copy of this application may be seen in the Planning Office at the Bartlett City Hall Annex, 
weekdays between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Comments may be addressed to the attention of Kim 
Taylor, Director, Planning and Economic Development, 6382 Stage Road, Bartlett, Tennessee 
38134 or by calling the Planning Office at 901-385-6417, and are to be received no later than 
11:00 a.m. on Monday, October 19, 2026. Individuals having an interest in this application may 
also address the Commission at the hearing.
David Parsons
Mayor

A tractor-trailer 
sitting on the in-
terstate shoulder 

is one of the most dangerous 
hazards a driver can meet, 
especially at night. 

Truckers often treat the 
breakdown lane as a place to 
rest, wait on a mechanic, or 
check a map. The law treats 
it very differently.

Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Regulation 49 C.F.R. 
§ 392.22 sets the rule. 
Whenever a commercial 
truck stops on the traveled 
lanes or the shoulder for any 
reason other than a neces-
sary traffic stop, the driver 
must put out warning devic-
es as soon as possible, and 
never later than 10 minutes. 

On a divided highway 
such as an interstate, the 
triangles go at 200 feet and 
100 feet behind the truck, 
plus one within 10 feet of 
the rear. Tennessee law adds 
its own requirement. T.C.A. 
§ 55-8-158 bars leaving a 
vehicle on the main-traveled 
part of the highway when it 
is practicable to move it off. 

It also prohibits stopping 
on entrance or exit ramps 
except for a disabled vehi-

cle awaiting repair or a tow. 
When a driver breaks these 
safety rules, a victim can ar-
gue negligence per se. 

Since Tennessee is a com-
parative fault state, there can 
always be negligence as-
signed by a jury to the driver 
who does not realize that the 
truck is stopped. 

But it doesn’t take a lot of 
imagination to understand 
on a dark night, especially 
if it’s raining or foggy, that 
you can follow brake lights 

right into a stop truck be-
fore you realize what has 
occurred.

Mr. Peel seeks justice 
for those injured in trac-
tor-trailer and car acci-
dents, medical malpractice, 
and disability. He often 
addresses churches, clubs, 
and groups without charge. 
Mr. Peel may be reached 
through PeelLawFirm.com 
wherein other articles may 
be accessed.

Living  
with Purpose

By David Peel

DAVID PEEL
Attorney
8582 U.S. Hwy 51 North
Millington, TN  38053
(901)872-4229
davidpeel@peellawfirm.com
peellawfirm.com

DANGEROUSLY 
STOPPED? 

Upcoming Events ...

I went to Knoxville 
this past weekend 
hoping to come 

home with a Tennessee 
victory. Instead, I brought 
home a sunburn, some 
Greek baked goods and a 
reminder that a weekend 
with an old friend can still 
be a good one, even when 
the scoreboard doesn’t co-
operate.

A high school friend and 
I headed over Friday after-
noon to watch the Vols take 
on Texas. We checked into 
our hotel, walked around 
town and enjoyed the at-
mosphere. There were quite 
a few Texas fans staying at 
the hotel, and we had some 
pleasant conversations with 
them. They were pretty de-
cent people, despite their 
questionable choice of or-
ange.

Saturday came with an 
extra layer of excitement 
because President Donald 
Trump attended the game. 
With additional security 
measures in place, the stadi-
um gates opened early at 9 
a.m., and fans were encour-
aged to arrive well ahead of 
kickoff. We took that advice 
and made the walk from our 
hotel in time to be there at 9.

Our tickets were for the 
social deck, which meant 
standing rather than having 
seats to return to. Normally, 
standing through a football 
game doesn’t bother me. 
But by the time we added 
the early arrival to the game 
itself, I think we spent about 
seven hours straight on our 
feet.

That is a considerable 
amount of standing for 

someone who wasn’t even 
playing.

Thankfully, the weath-
er was wonderful. I don’t 
think it got much above 75 
degrees during the game, 
which felt great after the 
heat we’ve had lately. The 
sunshine, however, made its 
presence known. My face is 
a little blistered, and I look 
more like I spent the week-
end at the beach than at a 
football stadium.

As for the game, Texas 
came away with a 20–17 
win. Losing by three points 
to the top-ranked team in 
the country is nothing to be 
ashamed of, but I still left 
feeling like that was one 
Tennessee could have won. 
A little more production 
from the offense could have 
made all the difference. Be-
ing close enough to imagine 
how it might have gone dif-
ferently almost makes the 
loss more frustrating.

After the game, we 
walked back to the hotel 
and spent more than an hour 
doing something we had ap-
parently taken for granted 
that morning: sitting down.

We talked about going 
back out and enjoying the 
downtown atmosphere, but 
neither of us seemed partic-
ularly eager to get moving 
again. Eventually, the ho-
tel’s Mediterranean restau-
rant won out over another 
walk around town. It turned 
out to be a good choice. We 
had a nice meal and each 
drank about two liters of 
water while we were sitting 
there.

After dinner, we consid-
ered going out again. In-
stead, we went back to the 
room, turned on more foot-
ball and called it a night. 
Knoxville was an hour 
ahead of our usual time, so 
I think we were in bed by 
about 8 p.m. Central.

Apparently, this is what a 
big football weekend with 
a high school friend looks 
like once you’re no longer 
anywhere close to being in 
high school. Still, there is 
something wonderful about 
the sleep that comes when 
you are completely exhaust-
ed and actually have time to 
stay asleep.

Sunday morning, we got 
up early and drove about 
three hours to Nashville to 
attend my friend’s Greek 
Orthodox church. He had 
invited me, and I was in-
terested in seeing what the 
service was like. It was 
certainly different from 
what I’m accustomed to on 
Sunday mornings, but the 
people were welcoming, 
and I appreciated their hos-
pitality.

The Nashville Greek Fes-
tival was also taking place 
on the church grounds that 
weekend. There was a large 
bake sale, so I loaded up 
on bread and other baked 
goods to take home to Lena 
and the kids. At least I could 
bring something home be-
sides complaints about Ten-
nessee’s offense.

It was a good weekend 
away, but I was glad to get 
back to my family and my 
own bed. The older I get, the 
more I appreciate both parts 
of a trip: having the oppor-
tunity to go somewhere and 
being happy to return.

I would still have pre-
ferred a win. But there is 
plenty of football left, and 
Saturday didn’t give me any 
reason to stop believing in 
the Vols. If Texas really is 
the best team in the country, 
Tennessee showed it could 
stay in the game with them.

I’ll keep standing be-
hind this team. Next time, 
though, I might look for a 
ticket that includes a chair.

Still Standing  
With the Vols
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APOSTOLIC
New Beginning  

Apostolic Church 
4680 Raleigh LaGrange Rd 

Memphis, TN 38128 
901-377-1920

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Bartlett First  

Assembly of God 
7981 U.S. 70 

Memphis, TN 38133 
901-388-7740

BAPTIST
Bartlett Baptist Church 
3465 Kirby Whitten Pkwy 

Bartlett, TN 38135 
901-333-3350

Bartlett Hills Baptist Church 
4641 Ellendale Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-386-9763
Calvary Baptist Church 

6252 Memphis Arlington Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-333-3350
Calvary Chapel Bartlett 

8587 Memphis Arlington Rd
Memphis, TN 38135 

901-385-3854
Calvary Chapel Memphis

4080 Mamie Rd
Memphis TN 38128

901-318-4131
Central Baptist Church 

5470 Raleigh LaGrange Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-385-1809
Cornerstone Institutional 

Baptist Church 
7288 E. Shelby Dr 

Memphis, TN 38125 
901-751-0333

Crystal Springs  
Baptist Church 

6740 Saint Elmo Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-372-0246
East Side Baptist Church 

3232 Covington Pike 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-372-2583
Ellendale Baptist Church 

3861 Broadway Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-386-4676
Faith Baptist Church 

3755 N. Germantown Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38133 

901-386-4785
First Baptist Church  

Bartlett 
2775 Shelby St 

Memphis, TN 38134 
901-386-7810

Grace Memorial  
Baptist Church 
6205 Elmore Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38134 
901-386-5790

Love Worth Finding Ministries 
2941 Kate Bond Rd 
Memphis, TN 38133 

901-382-7900
Providence Baptist Church
4351 N. Germantown Pkwy.

Arlington, TN 38002
901-937-5115

Rivercrest Baptist Church 
5900 Old Brownsville Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38135 
901-212-6656

Trafalgar Village  
Baptist Church 

6161 Summer Ave 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-388-2061
Trinity Reformed  
Baptist Church 
6771 Stage Rd 

Memphis, TN 38134 
901-386-8858 

True Light Baptist Church 
4635 Stage Rd 

Memphis, TN 38128 
901-347-2074

Waypoint Baptist Church 
5586 Stage Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38133 
901-388-5575

Whitten Memorial  
Baptist Church 
6773 Macon Rd 

Memphis, TN 38134 
901-386-5444

BAPTIST – MISSIONARY
Fullview Missionary  

Baptist Church 
7100 Memphis Arlington Rd 

Memphis, TN 38135 
901-377-0341

Hill Chapel Missionary Baptist 
Church 

4523 Raleigh LaGrange Rd 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-266-3022
Oak Grove Missionary Baptist 

Church 
7317 U.S. 64 

Memphis, TN 38133 
901-388-2752 

Oak Grove Missionary Baptist 
Church 

7289 U.S. Hwy 64 
Memphis, TN 38133 

901-388-2752
Providence Baptist Church
4351 N. Germantown Pkwy.

Arlington, TN 38002
901-937-5115

BAPTIST – PRIMITIVE
Raleigh Primitive  
Baptist Church

7247 Andrews Road
Bartlett, TN 38135

CATHOLIC
Church of the Nativity 

5955 Saint Elmo Rd 
Memphis, TN 38135 

901-382-2504
St. Ann Catholic Church 

6529 Stage Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-373-6011
St. Francis of Assisi  

Catholic Church 
2100 N. Germantown Pkwy 

Cordova, TN 38016 
901-937-4675

CHRISTIAN
  Freeway Christian Church

5069 Brunswick, Bartlett, TN 38135
901-338-8611

New Hope Christian Church 
3300 Kirby Whitten Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38134 
901-386-0211

Redeemed Christian Church 
3411 Covington Pike 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-373-3443

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Bartlett Church of Christ 

2704 Charles Bryan Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-377-8044
Ellendale Church of Christ 
7365 U.S. 70 (Summer Ave) 

Bartlett, TN 38133 
901-386-5008

Northeast Side  
Church of Christ 

5380 Stage Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-266-0060
Quail Ridge Church of Christ 

6364 Egypt Central Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-372-7888
Sycamore View  

Church of Christ 
1910 Sycamore View Rd 

Memphis, TN 38134 
901-372-1874 

Wolfchase Church of Christ 
2857 Appling Way, Suite 103 

Memphis, TN 38133 
901-385-1115 

CHURCH OF GOD
East Side Church of God 

5868 Stage Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-377-3388

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
Holy Nation  

Church of Memphis 
3333 N. Old Brownsville Rd 

Memphis, TN 38134 
901-791-9583

Jubilee Church of God-Christ 
4555 Stage Rd 

Memphis, TN 38128 
901-383-9675

 
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Bartlett 1st Ward 

4195 Kirby Whitten Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-388-2853

EPISCOPAL
St. Philip Episcopal Church 
9380 E. Davies Plantation Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38133 
901-388-9830

St. Elizabeth’s Interfaith  
Episcopal Church

Main Office
Bishop Morris and Rev. Ward

5596 Autumn Valley Dr., 
Bartlett, TN  38135

St. Elizabeth’s Interfaith  
Episcopal Church

Bishop Bartholomew  
& Bishop Morris

7157 US Hwy 70, Box A
Bartlett, TN 38135

Office:  901-409-8705

LUTHERAN
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 

5415 Raleigh LaGrange Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-386-9695
Immanuel Lutheran Church 

6325 Raleigh LaGrange Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-373-4486
St. Luke Lutheran Church 
2000 N. Germantown Pkwy 

Cordova, TN 38016 
901-756-8850

METHODIST  
Bartlett Grace  

Community Evangelical Methodist 
Church

2018 Bartlett ROAD
Memphis, TN 38134
Gracememphis.com

METHODIST – UNITED
Bartlett United  

Methodist Church 
5676 Stage Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38134 
901-386-4563

Ellendale United  
Methodist Church 
7217 Centralia Rd 

Ellendale, TN 38029 
901-386-0205

Good Shepherd United Methodist 
Church 

6050 Summer Ave 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-386-2212
Raleigh United  

Methodist Church 
3295 Powers Rd 

Memphis, TN 38128 
901-386-9320

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Bethel Church Ministries 

5586 Stage Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-372-0500
Christ Church 
5955 Yale Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38134 
901-377-3097

Community of Christ 
3548 Brunswick Rd 
Memphis, TN 38133 

901-388-1381
Cordova Community Church 

at the Bert Ferguson 
Community Center 

8505 Trinity Rd 
Cordova, TN 38018 

901-881-6169
Cross-Way Church 

2633 Altruria Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-388-8515
Grayson Cathedral Church 

3320 Austin Peay Hwy 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-385-9260
Greater Imani Church 
3824 Austin Peay Hwy 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-274-6711
Harmony Church of Bartlett 

6740 St. Elmo Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-249-7400 
Holy Ground Church/ 
Non-Denominational
5900 Old Brownsville

Bartlett, TN 38135
The Life Church 

1800 N Germantown Pkwy 
Cordova, TN 38016 

901-751-0095
Lighthouse Ministries 

4384 Stage Rd, 4th Floor 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-382-8106
New Destiny Church of Memphis 

2909 Elmore Park Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-379-0303
New Life Fellowship Church 

1747 Bartlett Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-373-9500
Philippians V Multi-Ministry 

3170 Covington Pike 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-385-3555
Remnant Seed Ministries 

2774 Bartlett Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-386-3386
River City Church 

3871 Kirby Whitten Pkwy 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-386-4171
Ruach Ha-Kodesh Evangelistic 

Ministry (RHaKEM) 
4910 Misty River Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-373-2940

PENTECOSTAL
Fountain of Truth Church 

7022 U.S. 70 
Memphis, TN 38133 

901-372-8238

PRESBYTERIAN
Advent Presbyterian Cordova 

1879 N. Germantown Pkwy 
Cordova, TN 38016 

901-755-6290
Grace Presbyterian Church 

6671 Yale Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-386-3241

PRESBYTERIAN – CUMBERLAND
Faith Cumberland Presbyterian 

Church 
3427 Appling Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38133 
901-377-0526

Grace Presbyterian Church 
(PCUSA) 

6641 Yale Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-386-3241

MOSQUE
Al Rasool Center

5315 Stage Rd
Memphis, TN 38134

901-380-0992

BARTLETT TOWING SERVICE
24-Hour Towing

1807 BARTLETT RD • 387-0324
Ken Permenter, Owner

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Richard Guizlo, Jr.
owner

2755 Bartlett  Boulevard • Bartlett, Tennessee 38134
(901)388-6030 • Fax (901) 388-6552

email - bartletthomefurnishings@gmail.com

Specializing in Mercedes, BMW, Acura, Lexus, Land Rover & Jaguar
service and repair.

BRING IN THIS AD FOR 10% OFF
4844 Elmore Road • Memphis, TN  38128 • (901)388-2201

www.BMiMemphis.com

DAVID PEEL
Attorney
8582 U.S. Hwy 51 North
Millington, TN  38053
(901)872-4229
davidpeel@peellawfirm.com
peellawfirm.com

The Best Possible World?

Critics of Christianity contend that it is all well and good 
that Christians argue God is omnipotent, omniscient, and 
perfectly good, nonetheless, evil remains all the same. Last 
time we stated that the task of the Free Will Defense is to show 
no logical contradiction between two premises: 1), There is an 
omnipotent, omniscient, perfectly good God, and 2) there is 
suffering in the world. Even so, the question inevitably comes: 
“If God is the Creator of everything, and God is all-powerful, 
then couldn’t God have created a world with no evil?” When 
it comes down to it, this is the heart of the question, isn’t it? 
In response, skeptics lean one of two ways: either God is not 
all-powerful, or God does not exist. At any rate, the answer to 
the question is yes; God could have created a world with no 
evil. Having done so, however, the evil-free world that God 
could have created would have come at a great price—perhaps 
too great.

	 Instead, the better question might be this: “If ‘God is 
good,’ and ‘God is love,’ then what morally sufficient reason 
might God have for creating the world in which we live”— a 
world of immense suffering? Considering the amount of evil in 
the world, is this the best possible world God could have created? 
That is the question the seventeenth-century philosopher 
Gottfried Leibnitz asked and attempted to answer. Leibnitz, 
understanding God as all-powerful and all-loving, reasoned 
that of all the possible worlds that God could have created, this 
one in which we live must be the best of all possible worlds. 
Philosopher Alvin Plantinga summarizes Leibnitz’s argument: 
“Being perfectly good, He must have chosen to create the best 
possible world He could, being omnipotent, He was able to 
create any possible world He pleased, He must, therefore, have 
chosen the best of all possible worlds, and hence this world, 
the one He did create, must be the best possible world.” That 

is, God was not derelict in His creation event.
 	 Interestingly, the critics agree with Leibnitz but draw 

the opposite conclusion. Critics maintain that since the world is 
filled with suffering, God must not exist (or, as Nietzsche would 
say, “God is dead”). At any rate, while Leibnitz’s logic sounds 
credible, it is rejected when one can just as quickly envision a 
better possible world than the present one. After all, it isn’t that 
hard to imagine. Perhaps a world in which there were more 
angels. Wouldn’t that be a better world? What about a world 
in which there were more good people serving other people? 
Wouldn’t that be a better world? The point is that this is not the 
“best possible world” God could have created. Therefore, the 
best possible world theory is not a defensible position for the 
Christian to explain why an omnipotent God would allow evil 
to exist. 

The bottom line is that suffering does exist, and the question 
is: ”Why does God allow it? Does He have a sufficient reason 
for allowing suffering in the world? What God did create, it 
is argued, was a “very good” world populated by beings He 
intentionally created with libertarian free will. The divine 
choice was simple: either create beings with free will, knowing 
they could misuse it, or create automatons (machines) that 
could only and always choose to do good. In that sense, yes, 
God could have created a world without evil, but it could only 
come about at the cost of human free will. It is argued, and 
accepted by most rational people, that a world in which beings 
have free will, along with the evil that entails, is far better than 
a world of beings who cannot do other than what they do. In 
fact, given a bit of thought, one can only conclude that every 
war in the history of mankind has been fought over the exercise 
of opposing free wills. 

It would seem that God, though He is all-powerful, could not 
have created just any world He pleased. As philosopher John 
Hicks rightly notes, “God cannot make an infallible fallible 

creature; to make an infallible creature would undermine 
the moral purpose for which God created the universe.” Just 
as God cannot create any possible world in which there is a 
square circle or a married bachelor, God could not have created 
a world where libertarian, free-willed beings always and only 
choose to do good. God can make sin impossible or make 
human beings significantly free, but He cannot do both. They 
are mutually exhaustive and exclusive states of affairs. 

Okay, okay! This sounds all well and good except there 
still appears to be an incredible amount of evil in the world—
an incredible amount of vicious and horrific evil! Could not 
God, in all His power, intercede in human affairs to reduce or 
eliminate evil in the world, all the while allowing beings to 
maintain their free will to choose good or evil anyway?

Unfortunately, evil and suffering are important topics, and 
there is much more to say about the Christian defense of why 
God allows evil. Join us next time as we continue to look into 
the Christian response to the coexistence of an all-powerful 
and all-loving God and the existence of evil in the world. Until 
then, consider your stance: is God dead?

Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Ty B. Kerley, DMin., is an ordained minister who teaches 
Christian apologetics and relief preaches in Southern 

Oklahoma. Dr. Kerley and his wife, Vicki, are members of the 
Waurika church of Christ and live in Ardmore, OK. You can 

contact him at dr.kerley@isGoddead.com

Is God Dead? ... by Ty B. Kerley, DMin.

YOU ARE FAMILY AT
St. Anne’s Episcopal Church

4063 Syke’s Road, Millington | 901.872.0303

Services: 
Sunday 10:30 AM | Wednesday 10:00 AM
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ADVERTISE 
WITH  

The Bartlett Express, 
The Collierville 

Herald-Independent,  
The Millington 
Star and The 

Germantown News  
& Shelby Sun Times

BY PLACING  
AN AD IN  

The Shopper News 
Classifieds!

(901) 476-7116

YOUR CLASSIFIED AD 
COULD BE HERE! 

CALL 901.476.7116

SHOPPER NEWS CLASSIFIEDS  •  RICHARDSON MEDIA GROUP  •  THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2026

AUTO AUCTIONS

AUTO AUCTIONS

To Place Your Ad, Contact Us 
Today! 901.476.7116  

adrianna@magicvalley 
publishing.com SHOPPER NEWSSHOPPER NEWS Classifieds To Place an Ad: 

476-7116

                          Auctions
GET THE WORD OUT about your next 
auction! Save Time & $$$. One Call 
For All. Your ad can appear in this 
newspaper + 104 other TN newspapers. 
For more info, contact this newspaper’s 
classified dept. or call 931-624-8916. 

            Cable / Satellite / Wireless
Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet for 
speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting at $54.95. 
Plus, a $100 gift card when you make 
the switch.  Call 1-855-481-3340

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. 
Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Direct 
and get your first free months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ 
and Cinemax included. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV 1-844-230-4803

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 

Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-844-274-6074   

                    Health / Beauty
Audien Hearing. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million 
happy customers. Call Audien 1-888-
297-2079

Safe Step Stairlifts. Enjoy greater 
independence and stay in the home 
you love. Feel safe on every level. $750 
off plus FREE installation. Made in 
the U.S.A. Call today for a free quote. 
1-866-432-3409

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 
1-844-278-8285 www.dental50plus.com/
tnpress #6258

                Home Improvement   
Olshan Foundation Solutions. Your 
trusted foundation repair experts since 
1933. Foundation repair. Crawl space 
recovery. Basement waterproofing. 
Water management and more. Free 
evaluation. Limited time up to $250 off 
foundation repair. Call Olshan 1-866-
265-5932             
        
                 Wanted - To Buy
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get your fair cash offer 
today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-877-551-1426
          
    Advertise Throughout Tennessee
YOUR LOW COST ADVERTISING 
Solution! One call & your 25 word ad will 
appear in 105 Tennessee newspapers 
for $275/wk or 28 West  TN newspapers 
for $120/wk. Call this newspaper’s 
classified advertising dept. or go to 
www.tnpress.com

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS
Reaching more than 979,000 Readers Every Week!

For placement information, contact this newspaper’s classifi ed advertising department.
591,000

REMIT TO: 7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134  
CALL (901) 476-7116

YOUR 
CLASSIFIED 
AD COULD 
BE HERE!  

CALL 
901.476.7116

Special!!  General 
yard work, leaves 

raked, Putting down 
mulch.  Free Estimates. 
Reasonable.  PaCerno 

901-323-2822

SERVICES

901.476.7116Ca
ll 

to
 pl

ac
e 

yo
ur

 ad
 to

da
y!

Your low-cost classified ad in The 
Bartlett Express, The Germantown 
News & Shelby Sun Times, The 
Collierville Herald Independent or 
The Millington Star will help turn 
your unwanted items into CASH.

 
Line classifieds are only $30/week 

for up to 5 lines (140 characters)  
to run in all four papers. 

Display ads are also available for 
$28/column-inch/week for all four 

papers or $12/column-inch for  
individual papers (4-inch minimum).

 ABOVE N BEYOND 
AUTO, INC.

2405 ELVIS PRESLEY BLVD. 
MEMPHIS, TN 38106

2014 DODGE CHAL.    
2C3CDYBT9EH115503

NOTICE OF INTENT THAT ANY 
OR ALL PARTIES HOLDING 

INTEREST IN THE FOLLOWING 
MUST CONTACT BY CERTIFIED 
MAIL WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THIS 

NOTICE ON  10-1-26.

B&B TOWING, LLC  
2574 SUMMER,  

MEMPHIS  38112

2012 CHRY TOWN & COUNTRY  
VIN# 2C4RC1BG8CR162824

2012 TOYT CBA  
VIN# 4T1BF1FK1CU133655

2013 HOND ACC  
VIN# 1HGCR2F38DA086336

2011BUIC LAX  
VIN# 1G4GC5ECXBF225723

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES  
WILL BE SOLD TO SATISFY  

STORAGE AND TOW FEES ON 

10/21/2026:

2HNYD282X7H547625  
2007 ACURA MDX  

1N4AL3AP8DC921921  
2013 NISSAN ALTIMA 

3C6RREFP1T4166941  
2026 RAM 1500 BIG HORN 

JM1BL1U75D1745145  
2013 MAZDA 3 

1N4AL3AP4EN385796  
2014 NISSAN ALTIMA 

4T1BF28B8YU002944  
2000 TOYOTA AVALON 

JTDKN3DU5E1769779  
2014 TOYOTA PRIUS 

3N1AB7AP6EY266948  
2014 NISSAN SENTRA 

JNRAS08W76X210067  
2006 INFINITI FX35

NOVEMBER 1, 2026 AT 11 AM

DTS TOWING 
3930 THOMAS ST., MEMPHIS, 38127  

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES  
WILL BE SOLD AT AUCTION ON

DIRTY SOUTH 
TOWING  

 210 Van Buren Ave.  
West Memphis, AR 72301

2015 NISSAN PATHFINDER 
5N1AR2MNXFC619218

2016 HYUNDAI ELANTRA 
5NPDH4AE6GH772673

2020 BUICK ENCORE 
KL4MMBS25LB099207

2019 CADILLAC XT5 
1GYKNCRS8KZ219720

2016 GMC ACADIA  
1GKKRRKD6GJ147399           

2012 FORD FOCUS 
1FAHP3K29CL323051

2009 LINCOLN SGL 
2LNHM82V49X636915

2001 BMW Z3 
WBACN33481LM07324

2024 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA 
3VWBM7BU3RM064952

2011 BMW X5 
5UXZV4C51BL402889

2016 JEEP CHEROKEE  
1C4PJLCBXGW179360

2012 BMW 528I  
WBAXG5C51CC594015

2016 JEEP RENEGADE 
ZACCJBBTXGPE05543

2014 CHEVROLET IMPALA 
 2G1WB5E30E1172537

The following vehicle will be sold 
to satisfy storage and tow fees on 

OCTOBER 15, 2026  
AT 9 A.M.

FAST LANE TOWING  
& RECOVERY, INC.

2405 ELVIS PRESLEY BLVD. 
MEMPHIS, TN 38134

2004 DODGE SQ1       
1D7HA18D34S766768

2018 CHEV CAM            
1G1FB1RS3J0154839

2001 GMC SIE                
1GTEC14V91Z252688

2001 SAT  AUR.               
1G8ZS57N17F279234

2010 NISS MAX  
1N4AA5AP0AC811605

NOTICE OF INTENT THAT ANY OR 
ALL PARTIES HOLDING INTEREST IN 
THE FOLLOWING MUST CONTACT  

BY CERTIFIED MAIL WITHIN 10 
DAYS OF THIS NOTICE ON 10-1-26.

HAVE  LOCAL NEWS TO SHARE? EMAIL IT TO:  
JENNIFERDESHAZO@MAGICVALLEYPUBLISHING.COM

WE’VE MOVED! OUR NEW LOCATION IS:   
7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134
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See This Week’s 
Answers In Next 
Week’s Edition 
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Bartlett unemployment edges up to 3.9% in August, 
still below the Shelby County rate

The suburb’s rate rose a tenth of a point but stayed well under Memphis 
and countywide levels.

The suburb’s rate rose a tenth of a point but stayed 
well under Memphis and countywide levels.

Staff Reports

Bartlett’s unemployment rate edged up to 3.9% in Au-
gust, a tenth of a point above July’s 3.8%, according to 
figures released Sept. 24 by the Tennessee Department of 
Labor and Workforce Development. The rate was up four-

tenths of a point from the 3.5% recorded in August 2025.
An estimated 1,074 Bartlett residents were counted as 

unemployed out of a labor force of 27,781, leaving 26,707 
people working.

Rates moved higher across much of Tennessee in Au-
gust, rising from July to August in 45 of the state’s 95 
counties, the department said, even as the seasonally ad-
justed statewide rate held at 3.4%. City and county rates 
are not seasonally adjusted.

Bartlett’s rate ran well below Shelby County’s 5.0% and 

the city of Memphis’ 5.6%. Among Shelby County’s larg-
est suburbs, Germantown posted the lowest rate at 3.2%, 
followed by Collierville at 3.3% and Bartlett at 3.9%.

The broader Memphis metropolitan area, which spans 
parts of Mississippi and Arkansas, registered 4.6% in Au-
gust, down from 4.7% in July.

The Tennessee Department of Labor and Workforce 
Development will release county unemployment data for 
September next month.

HEALTH INSPECTIONS — Bartlett — week of September 23–28, 2026

Yaki Bowl improves 16 points after hand sink, 
storage violations corrected

Follow-up scores 95; coolers still running above 41 degrees
BARTLETT — Yaki Bowl, 6045 Stage Rd., Suite 74, 

scored 95 in a follow-up inspection September 25, up from 
79 on September 15.

The violations that drove the earlier score are gone from 
the report. The hand sink at the beginning of the cook line, 
which had no hot water, soap or paper towels, no longer 
appears, nor does the raw chicken stored over raw beef, the 
pink substance on the dining room ice machine chute, the 

stained cutting board, or the unlabeled chemical spray bot-
tles. The expired permit flagged in that inspection is also no 
longer cited.

Two cooling units by the large grill are still reading above 
41 degrees, with the report again directing that units not 
maintaining proper temperature be repaired, replaced or re-
moved. A bucket of soy sauce remains stored on the kitchen 
floor with a deli container used as a scoop, and the dumpster 

lids are still open with cardboard overflowing.
Trompo Loko, a mobile unit at 5529 Summer Ave., 

scored a perfect 100 in a routine inspection September 24.
Those were the only two Bartlett inspections posted for 

the week of September 23 through 28.
Inspection reports are public record. Complete reports for 

all Tennessee establishments are available at inspections.
myhealthdepartment.com/tennessee.

This Week’s Inspections  
at a Glance
Bartlett health inspections, September 23-28, 2026. 
Source: Tennessee Department of Health / Shelby 
County Health Department.

Trompo Loko (mobile unit) — 5529 Summer Ave.
Food service, routine, September 24 — Score: 100
No violations noted.
Yaki Bowl — 6045 Stage Rd., Suite 74
Food service, follow-up, September 25 — Score: 95 
(up from 79 on September 15)
Two cooling units by the large grill are over 41 
degrees. Corrective action: repair, replace or remove 

the cooling units that are not maintaining the proper 
temperature.
A bucket of soy sauce stored on the floor in the kitch-
en.
A deli container used as a scoop in a bucket of soy 
sauce.
The dumpster lids are open and cardboard is over-
flowing the tops.

Bartlett Firefighters Train  
to Strengthen Skills

Staff Reports

BARTLETT, Tenn. — With 
favorable weather providing an 
opportunity to train outdoors, 
members of the Bartlett Fire De-
partment spent last Thursday 
sharpening skills essential to fire 
and rescue operations.

Station 3’s C-shift and Recruit 
Class No. 30 participated in hands-
on training focused on developing, 
maintaining and improving skills 
required for the job.

Recruit Class No. 30 worked 
on various knots they have learned 
during training and applied those 
skills to real-world situations. Ex-
ercises included learning how to 
safely secure tools and equipment 
for use during fire scene opera-
tions.

Meanwhile, Station 3’s C-shift 
focused on aerial operations, in-
cluding pumping, ladder place-
ment for rescues and ladder main-
tenance.

The department said the train-
ing is part of its ongoing effort to 
ensure firefighters are prepared to 
safely and effectively respond to 
emergencies.

“Training is an important part of 
what we do,” the department said 
in a statement, thanking firefight-
ers and recruits for their continued 
work and commitment to improv-
ing their skills.

Source: Bartlett Fire 
Department

THE BARTLETT EXPRESS HAS MOVED! 
 OUR NEW LOCATION IS: 7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134
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PICTURED ABOVE, LEFT: Crossing Guard Melissa Denbow and Lethias, the young man standing to Denbow’s left, were struck by a pickup truck at the 
end of the last school year. Denbow pushed Lethias out of the vehicle’s path, taking the brunt of the impact and saving his life. Denbow was officially 
recognized last Thursday for her heroic actions.

Courtesy Bartlett Police Department 

Crossing Guard Recognized  
for Saving Child in School Zone
Staff Reports

BARTLETT, Tenn. — Melissa 
Denbow, a crossing guard praised 
for her quick thinking and bravery, 
was recently honored for saving a 
child who was struck by a pickup 
truck while crossing the street in a 
school zone.

The incident happened at the 
end of the last school year as Den-
bow was helping Lethias, a stu-
dent, cross the street. According 
to information provided by the 
school, a Ford F-150 failed to stop 
or slow down for traffic signals in 
the school zone and approached 
the crossing.

As the truck moved toward 
them, Denbow acted quickly, 
pushing Lethias out of the vehi-
cle’s path in an effort to protect 
him. Both Denbow and Lethias 
were struck.

Officials said Denbow’s ac-
tions helped shield the child from 
the full impact of the vehicle and 
saved his life.

Denbow suffered injuries in the 
incident and has been recovering 
since the crash. Despite her inju-
ries, she returned to work for the 
first day of school, ready to con-
tinue helping students safely cross 
the street.

Denbow was formally recog-
nized Thursday for her courage, 
quick response and selfless ac-
tions.

Her return to the crossing serves 
as a reminder of the important role 
crossing guards play in protecting 
students each school day — and 
of the extraordinary actions one 
crossing guard took when a child 
was in danger.

Source: Bartlett Police 
Department


