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 If District 15-3A awarded Goal-
ie of the Year to the performer with 
the most saves and a high save 
rate by shots faced, Munford Lady 
Cougar sophomore Emma Walker 
would be the runaway winner.

She proved her skills and ability 
Thursday night in the regular-sea-
son finale against the Arlington 
Lady Tigers. Munford traveled 
to Shelby County to face another 
high-level squad for the league. 
Although Arlington prevailed 7-0 
over Munford, Walker had another 
All-District performance with mul-
tiple stops of Arlington attempts on 
goal.

Before arriving at the pitch of 
Arlington Soccer Stadium, the 
Lady Cougars forced top-tier teams 
like Collierville and Houston to 
play nearly the entire 80 minutes 
because of Walker’s performances.

Walker has saved nearly 150 
shots at a 70 percent rate heading 
into the Arlington contest. Mean-
while the Lady Tigers entered the 
contest with a sub .500 record, 
having faced teams like ECS, St. 
George’s, Sacred Heart (Ky.), 
Bethlehem (Ky.), Lakeland Prep., 
USJ and Georgetown Prep. (Mary-
land) before going into district 
play.

The Lady Tigers validated those 
tough tests by grabbing an early 2-0 
lead against Munford behind a pair 
of goals from freshman Adriana 

Ospina. Arlington built a 4-0 lead 
by halftime. Walker’s movement in 
the goalie box led to several offside 
calls on Arlington. Walker’s posi-
tioning made the Lady Tigers limit 

deep passes.
By the middle of the second half 

the Lady Tigers wore down Mun-
ford and added three more goals 
for the league victory.

Staff Reports

MEMPHIS, Tenn. – In surprise 
classroom visits, local educators 
were honored as four of only ten 
statewide recipients of the annual 
Tennessee Early Educator Awards. 
The statewide awards program, 
launched by Tennesseans for 
Quality Early Education (TQEE), 
honors outstanding early child-
hood educators for their impact on 
the lives of Tennessee’s youngest 
learners. 

Awardee Details: 
● Leslie Bates | Kindergarten | 

Kate Bond Elementary | Bartlett 
● Jasmine Hayes | 3rd Grade | 

Rozelle Elementary | Memphis 
● Magita McKinney | Kinder-

garten | Bon Lin Elementary | 
Bartlett 

● Moneshia Morris | Birth - Age 
5 | Early Enrichment Center at 
Idlewild | Memphis 

The Shelby County educators 
were surprised during class on 
Wednesday, September 30, cel-
ebrating the moment with their 
colleagues and students. Hayes, 
Morris, Bates, McKinney, and the 
other award winners each received 
a $1,000 cash prize, an all-ex-
penses-paid trip to Nashville, and 
a shopping spree at Lakeshore 
Learning to celebrate their contri-
butions to early education in the 
state. 

“Exceptional early educators 
deserve to have their work seen, 
celebrated, and valued,” said Blair 
Taylor, CEO of TQEE. “Each of 
these honorees brings something 
special to the children and fami-
lies they serve, and we’re proud to 
recognize their accomplishments. 
We hope this recognition reminds 
them how much their work matters 
and how grateful their communi-
ties are to have them.” 

The Tennessee Early Educator 
Awards highlight the importance 
of early childhood care and educa-
tion professionals who work with 
children from birth through third 
grade. Of the 10 educators selected 
for

the award, 5 are recognized for 
their work in birth through pre-
school programs, and 5 for teach-
ing in kindergarten through third 
grade. 

Backed by a range of spon-

sors, including Lakeshore Learn-
ing, Ballad Health, Hyde Family 
Foundation, Niswonger Founda-
tion, Nancy and Harold Dishner, 
the Boyd Foundation, and Crisp 
Communications, these awards 
provide well-deserved recognition 
to the early education profession 
and underscore the critical role of 
high-quality early learning to Ten-
nessee’s education outcomes. 

Remaining award recipients 
from across the state can be found 
on the on the TN Early Educator 
Awards website tqee.org/educa-
tors/early-educator-awards/. 

About Tennesseans for Quality 
Early Education 

Tennesseans For Quality Early 
Education (TQEE) is a statewide 
nonprofit organization dedicated 
to ensuring Tennessee’s young-
est learners, birth through third 
grade, get the quality early care 
and education they need to pow-
er our state’s future. Learn more 
about TQEE at tqee.org.
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The Payoff  
Weeks of hard challenges starting to benefit 

Lady Tiger Soccer vs. Munford

Leslie Bates | Kindergarten | Kate 
Bond Elementary | Bartlett

An 
Arlington 

player 
faces a 

Munford 
defender 

during 
the Lady 

Tigers’ 7-0 
victory 

over the 
Lady 

Cougars at 
Arlington 

Soccer 
Stadium.

Magita McKinney | Kindergarten | 
Bon Lin Elementary | Bartlett 

An Arlington player dribbles upfield against Munford. The Lady Tigers 
earned a 7-0 win despite a strong effort in goal by Lady Cougars 

sophomore Emma Walker.

Two Bartlett 
Teachers Among 

Four Shelby County 
Award Winners
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2026 Bartlett  Fall FEstival & BBQ Contest

Here are some photos from 
the 2026 Bartlett Fall Festival 

and BBQ Contest, hosted 
by the City of Bartlett. The 

festival brought together 
great food, live music, 

community and special guests, 
including U.S. Rep. David 

Kustoff, along with plenty of 
barbecue competition. The 

ribs were certainly a highlight! 
Congratulations to all of this 
year’s BBQ contest winners, 

and a special thank-you to the 
sponsors who helped make 

the event possible: Pinnacle 
Financial Partners, Bumpus 

Harley-Davidson of Memphis, 
The Lord’s Church, Fast Turn 
Aviation and Family Leisure.

 The City of Bartlett also 
thanks the Memphis Barbecue 

Network and the event team 
— Adam, Maggie, Bubba and 
Molly — for helping make it a 

memorable weekend..

Photos City of Bartlett



Staff Reports

BARTLETT — Kel-
ly Szczepanski, a special 
education teacher at Bart-
lett High School, has been 
recognized as the school’s 
Teacher of the Year for her 
dedication to students and 
her belief in their potential.

Szczepanski has a tal-
ent for seeing possibili-
ties where others may see 
obstacles. Her colleagues 
say she builds strong re-
lationships with students 
and helps them develop the 
confidence and skills need-
ed to succeed.

One colleague shared the 
story of a nonverbal student 
who faced significant com-
munication and behavioral 
challenges. Through pa-
tience, relationship-build-
ing and a steadfast belief 
in the student’s abilities, 
Szczepanski helped him 
develop communication, 
behavioral and life skills.

Her support helped the 
student reach a milestone 
his family once thought 
might never be possi-
ble: graduating from high 
school.

Colleagues also praised 
Szczepanski’s ability to 
earn students’ trust and use 
technology to give a voice 

to those who cannot speak 
for themselves. Her impact, 
they said, extends far be-
yond academic test scores.

For Szczepanski, success 
can be measured in many 
ways — a student’s grow-
ing confidence, greater in-
dependence or the realiza-
tion that they are capable of 
achieving their goals.

Her colleagues say those 

accomplishments reflect 
the meaningful difference 
she makes in the lives of 
students and their families 
each day.

The Bartlett High School 
community congratulates 
Szczepanski on being 
named Teacher of the Year 
and thanks her for her dedi-
cation to helping every stu-
dent reach their potential.

BARTLETT FIRE DEPARTMENT PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST: 7-11 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 17, 

at The Venue at Bartlett Station. The 46th 
annual breakfast features pancakes, sau-
sage and coffee, with proceeds benefiting 
the Bartlett Fire Department Reserves and 
supporting fire education and community 

outreach. Tickets are available through 
the Bartlett Fire Department’s event page. 

Source: Bartlett Fire Department
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Bartlett High School  
Teacher Honored  

as Teacher of the Year

Fire Pit Fridays  
are Coming October 30

Congratulations to Bartlett High School Assistant Coach Marvin Stewart, who was named a 
2025-26 Tennessee Athletic Coaching Association (TACA) Spring Assistant Coach of the Year. 
Stewart was one of just three coaches selected for the honor and serves as an assistant coach 
for Bartlett High School’s cross country and track teams. He was presented with a plaque and 
gift during last Friday night’s football game. Bartlett City Schools congratulates Coach Stewart 
and thanks him for his dedication and leadership of Bartlett student-athletes.

Bartlett City Schools
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BUCKMAN ART  
CENTER PRESENTS:
URBAN BUSH WOMEN’S 

“DANCE FOR EVERY BODY” 
WORKSHOP 

October 23, 2026,  
5:30 p.m. 

Free and open 
to the community 

Buckman Arts Center at  
St. Mary’s, 60 Perkins Extd., 

Memphis, TN 38117

Join the legendary Urban Bush 
Women for a free community 

workshop open to the public on 
Friday, October 23 at 5:30 p.m., 
prior to the company’s evening 
show. “Dance for Everybody” 
embraces the idea that each 

individual has a unique and 
powerful contribution to make 

and that bodies are a formidable 
source of agency. The goal is for 
“every body” to find their level of 

challenge and comfort and partake 
according to their abilities. This 

movement jam/dance class seeks 
to appreciacyounker@stmaryss-

chool.org to reserve a spot.

DEA DRUG TAKE BACK  
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24  
KROGER ON HIGHWAY 70 

AT APPLING
Dispose of your unused, expired, or  

unwanted prescription medication safely.
 

**SEND YOUR FREE CALENDAR ITEMS! 
jenniferdeshazo@ 

magicvalleypublishing.com

Upcoming Events ...

Staff Reports

Fire Pits Fridays are returning to Free-
man Park, offering families an opportunity 
to gather around the fire and enjoy an eve-
ning outdoors.

The event will run from 6 to 9 p.m. Fire 

pits will be available for roasting marsh-
mallows, visiting with friends and neigh-
bors and meeting new people.

Limited benches will be available, so at-
tendees are encouraged to bring their own 
chairs or other seating.

Source: City of Bartlett
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APOSTOLIC
New Beginning  

Apostolic Church 
4680 Raleigh LaGrange Rd 

Memphis, TN 38128 
901-377-1920

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Bartlett First  

Assembly of God 
7981 U.S. 70 

Memphis, TN 38133 
901-388-7740

BAPTIST
Bartlett Baptist Church 
3465 Kirby Whitten Pkwy 

Bartlett, TN 38135 
901-333-3350

Bartlett Hills Baptist Church 
4641 Ellendale Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-386-9763
Calvary Baptist Church 

6252 Memphis Arlington Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-333-3350
Calvary Chapel Bartlett 

8587 Memphis Arlington Rd
Memphis, TN 38135 

901-385-3854
Calvary Chapel Memphis

4080 Mamie Rd
Memphis TN 38128

901-318-4131
Central Baptist Church 

5470 Raleigh LaGrange Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-385-1809
Cornerstone Institutional 

Baptist Church 
7288 E. Shelby Dr 

Memphis, TN 38125 
901-751-0333

Crystal Springs  
Baptist Church 

6740 Saint Elmo Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-372-0246
East Side Baptist Church 

3232 Covington Pike 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-372-2583
Ellendale Baptist Church 

3861 Broadway Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-386-4676
Faith Baptist Church 

3755 N. Germantown Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38133 

901-386-4785
First Baptist Church  

Bartlett 
2775 Shelby St 

Memphis, TN 38134 
901-386-7810

Grace Memorial  
Baptist Church 
6205 Elmore Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38134 
901-386-5790

Love Worth Finding Ministries 
2941 Kate Bond Rd 
Memphis, TN 38133 

901-382-7900
Providence Baptist Church
4351 N. Germantown Pkwy.

Arlington, TN 38002
901-937-5115

Rivercrest Baptist Church 
5900 Old Brownsville Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38135 
901-212-6656

Trafalgar Village  
Baptist Church 

6161 Summer Ave 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-388-2061
Trinity Reformed  
Baptist Church 
6771 Stage Rd 

Memphis, TN 38134 
901-386-8858 

True Light Baptist Church 
4635 Stage Rd 

Memphis, TN 38128 
901-347-2074

Waypoint Baptist Church 
5586 Stage Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38133 
901-388-5575

Whitten Memorial  
Baptist Church 
6773 Macon Rd 

Memphis, TN 38134 
901-386-5444

BAPTIST – MISSIONARY
Fullview Missionary  

Baptist Church 
7100 Memphis Arlington Rd 

Memphis, TN 38135 
901-377-0341

Hill Chapel Missionary Baptist 
Church 

4523 Raleigh LaGrange Rd 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-266-3022
Oak Grove Missionary Baptist 

Church 
7317 U.S. 64 

Memphis, TN 38133 
901-388-2752 

Oak Grove Missionary Baptist 
Church 

7289 U.S. Hwy 64 
Memphis, TN 38133 

901-388-2752
Providence Baptist Church
4351 N. Germantown Pkwy.

Arlington, TN 38002
901-937-5115

BAPTIST – PRIMITIVE
Raleigh Primitive  
Baptist Church

7247 Andrews Road
Bartlett, TN 38135

CATHOLIC
Church of the Nativity 

5955 Saint Elmo Rd 
Memphis, TN 38135 

901-382-2504
St. Ann Catholic Church 

6529 Stage Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-373-6011
St. Francis of Assisi  

Catholic Church 
2100 N. Germantown Pkwy 

Cordova, TN 38016 
901-937-4675

CHRISTIAN
  Freeway Christian Church

5069 Brunswick, Bartlett, TN 38135
901-338-8611

New Hope Christian Church 
3300 Kirby Whitten Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38134 
901-386-0211

Redeemed Christian Church 
3411 Covington Pike 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-373-3443

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Bartlett Church of Christ 

2704 Charles Bryan Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-377-8044
Ellendale Church of Christ 
7365 U.S. 70 (Summer Ave) 

Bartlett, TN 38133 
901-386-5008

Northeast Side  
Church of Christ 

5380 Stage Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-266-0060
Quail Ridge Church of Christ 

6364 Egypt Central Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-372-7888
Sycamore View  

Church of Christ 
1910 Sycamore View Rd 

Memphis, TN 38134 
901-372-1874 

Wolfchase Church of Christ 
2857 Appling Way, Suite 103 

Memphis, TN 38133 
901-385-1115 

CHURCH OF GOD
East Side Church of God 

5868 Stage Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-377-3388

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
Holy Nation  

Church of Memphis 
3333 N. Old Brownsville Rd 

Memphis, TN 38134 
901-791-9583

Jubilee Church of God-Christ 
4555 Stage Rd 

Memphis, TN 38128 
901-383-9675

 
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Bartlett 1st Ward 

4195 Kirby Whitten Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-388-2853

EPISCOPAL
St. Philip Episcopal Church 
9380 E. Davies Plantation Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38133 
901-388-9830

St. Elizabeth’s Interfaith  
Episcopal Church

Main Office
Bishop Morris and Rev. Ward

5596 Autumn Valley Dr., 
Bartlett, TN  38135

St. Elizabeth’s Interfaith  
Episcopal Church

Bishop Bartholomew  
& Bishop Morris

7157 US Hwy 70, Box A
Bartlett, TN 38135

Office:  901-409-8705

LUTHERAN
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 

5415 Raleigh LaGrange Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-386-9695
Immanuel Lutheran Church 

6325 Raleigh LaGrange Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-373-4486
St. Luke Lutheran Church 
2000 N. Germantown Pkwy 

Cordova, TN 38016 
901-756-8850

METHODIST  
Bartlett Grace  

Community Evangelical Methodist 
Church

2018 Bartlett ROAD
Memphis, TN 38134
Gracememphis.com

METHODIST – UNITED
Bartlett United  

Methodist Church 
5676 Stage Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38134 
901-386-4563

Ellendale United  
Methodist Church 
7217 Centralia Rd 

Ellendale, TN 38029 
901-386-0205

Good Shepherd United Methodist 
Church 

6050 Summer Ave 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-386-2212
Raleigh United  

Methodist Church 
3295 Powers Rd 

Memphis, TN 38128 
901-386-9320

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Bethel Church Ministries 

5586 Stage Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-372-0500
Christ Church 
5955 Yale Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38134 
901-377-3097

Community of Christ 
3548 Brunswick Rd 
Memphis, TN 38133 

901-388-1381
Cordova Community Church 

at the Bert Ferguson 
Community Center 

8505 Trinity Rd 
Cordova, TN 38018 

901-881-6169
Cross-Way Church 

2633 Altruria Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-388-8515
Grayson Cathedral Church 

3320 Austin Peay Hwy 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-385-9260
Greater Imani Church 
3824 Austin Peay Hwy 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-274-6711
Harmony Church of Bartlett 

6740 St. Elmo Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-249-7400 
Holy Ground Church/ 
Non-Denominational
5900 Old Brownsville

Bartlett, TN 38135
The Life Church 

1800 N Germantown Pkwy 
Cordova, TN 38016 

901-751-0095
Lighthouse Ministries 

4384 Stage Rd, 4th Floor 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-382-8106
New Destiny Church of Memphis 

2909 Elmore Park Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-379-0303
New Life Fellowship Church 

1747 Bartlett Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-373-9500
Philippians V Multi-Ministry 

3170 Covington Pike 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-385-3555
Remnant Seed Ministries 

2774 Bartlett Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-386-3386
River City Church 

3871 Kirby Whitten Pkwy 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-386-4171
Ruach Ha-Kodesh Evangelistic 

Ministry (RHaKEM) 
4910 Misty River Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-373-2940

PENTECOSTAL
Fountain of Truth Church 

7022 U.S. 70 
Memphis, TN 38133 

901-372-8238

PRESBYTERIAN
Advent Presbyterian Cordova 

1879 N. Germantown Pkwy 
Cordova, TN 38016 

901-755-6290
Grace Presbyterian Church 

6671 Yale Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-386-3241

PRESBYTERIAN – CUMBERLAND
Faith Cumberland Presbyterian 

Church 
3427 Appling Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38133 
901-377-0526

Grace Presbyterian Church 
(PCUSA) 

6641 Yale Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-386-3241

MOSQUE
Al Rasool Center

5315 Stage Rd
Memphis, TN 38134

901-380-0992

BARTLETT TOWING SERVICE
24-Hour Towing

1807 BARTLETT RD • 387-0324
Ken Permenter, Owner

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Richard Guizlo, Jr.
owner

2755 Bartlett  Boulevard • Bartlett, Tennessee 38134
(901)388-6030 • Fax (901) 388-6552

email - bartletthomefurnishings@gmail.com

Specializing in Mercedes, BMW, Acura, Lexus, Land Rover & Jaguar
service and repair.

BRING IN THIS AD FOR 10% OFF
4844 Elmore Road • Memphis, TN  38128 • (901)388-2201

www.BMiMemphis.com

DAVID PEEL
Attorney
8582 U.S. Hwy 51 North
Millington, TN  38053
(901)872-4229
davidpeel@peellawfirm.com
peellawfirm.com

The Best Possible World?

Critics of Christianity contend that it is all well and good 
that Christians argue God is omnipotent, omniscient, and 
perfectly good, nonetheless, evil remains all the same. Last 
time we stated that the task of the Free Will Defense is to show 
no logical contradiction between two premises: 1), There is an 
omnipotent, omniscient, perfectly good God, and 2) there is 
suffering in the world. Even so, the question inevitably comes: 
“If God is the Creator of everything, and God is all-powerful, 
then couldn’t God have created a world with no evil?” When 
it comes down to it, this is the heart of the question, isn’t it? 
In response, skeptics lean one of two ways: either God is not 
all-powerful, or God does not exist. At any rate, the answer to 
the question is yes; God could have created a world with no 
evil. Having done so, however, the evil-free world that God 
could have created would have come at a great price—perhaps 
too great.

	 Instead, the better question might be this: “If ‘God is 
good,’ and ‘God is love,’ then what morally sufficient reason 
might God have for creating the world in which we live”— a 
world of immense suffering? Considering the amount of evil in 
the world, is this the best possible world God could have created? 
That is the question the seventeenth-century philosopher 
Gottfried Leibnitz asked and attempted to answer. Leibnitz, 
understanding God as all-powerful and all-loving, reasoned 
that of all the possible worlds that God could have created, this 
one in which we live must be the best of all possible worlds. 
Philosopher Alvin Plantinga summarizes Leibnitz’s argument: 
“Being perfectly good, He must have chosen to create the best 
possible world He could, being omnipotent, He was able to 
create any possible world He pleased, He must, therefore, have 
chosen the best of all possible worlds, and hence this world, 
the one He did create, must be the best possible world.” That 

is, God was not derelict in His creation event.
 	 Interestingly, the critics agree with Leibnitz but draw 

the opposite conclusion. Critics maintain that since the world is 
filled with suffering, God must not exist (or, as Nietzsche would 
say, “God is dead”). At any rate, while Leibnitz’s logic sounds 
credible, it is rejected when one can just as quickly envision a 
better possible world than the present one. After all, it isn’t that 
hard to imagine. Perhaps a world in which there were more 
angels. Wouldn’t that be a better world? What about a world 
in which there were more good people serving other people? 
Wouldn’t that be a better world? The point is that this is not the 
“best possible world” God could have created. Therefore, the 
best possible world theory is not a defensible position for the 
Christian to explain why an omnipotent God would allow evil 
to exist. 

The bottom line is that suffering does exist, and the question 
is: ”Why does God allow it? Does He have a sufficient reason 
for allowing suffering in the world? What God did create, it 
is argued, was a “very good” world populated by beings He 
intentionally created with libertarian free will. The divine 
choice was simple: either create beings with free will, knowing 
they could misuse it, or create automatons (machines) that 
could only and always choose to do good. In that sense, yes, 
God could have created a world without evil, but it could only 
come about at the cost of human free will. It is argued, and 
accepted by most rational people, that a world in which beings 
have free will, along with the evil that entails, is far better than 
a world of beings who cannot do other than what they do. In 
fact, given a bit of thought, one can only conclude that every 
war in the history of mankind has been fought over the exercise 
of opposing free wills. 

It would seem that God, though He is all-powerful, could not 
have created just any world He pleased. As philosopher John 
Hicks rightly notes, “God cannot make an infallible fallible 

creature; to make an infallible creature would undermine 
the moral purpose for which God created the universe.” Just 
as God cannot create any possible world in which there is a 
square circle or a married bachelor, God could not have created 
a world where libertarian, free-willed beings always and only 
choose to do good. God can make sin impossible or make 
human beings significantly free, but He cannot do both. They 
are mutually exhaustive and exclusive states of affairs. 

Okay, okay! This sounds all well and good except there 
still appears to be an incredible amount of evil in the world—
an incredible amount of vicious and horrific evil! Could not 
God, in all His power, intercede in human affairs to reduce or 
eliminate evil in the world, all the while allowing beings to 
maintain their free will to choose good or evil anyway?

Unfortunately, evil and suffering are important topics, and 
there is much more to say about the Christian defense of why 
God allows evil. Join us next time as we continue to look into 
the Christian response to the coexistence of an all-powerful 
and all-loving God and the existence of evil in the world. Until 
then, consider your stance: is God dead?

Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Ty B. Kerley, DMin., is an ordained minister who teaches 
Christian apologetics and relief preaches in Southern 

Oklahoma. Dr. Kerley and his wife, Vicki, are members of the 
Waurika church of Christ and live in Ardmore, OK. You can 

contact him at dr.kerley@isGoddead.com

Is God Dead? ... by Ty B. Kerley, DMin.

YOU ARE FAMILY AT
St. Anne’s Episcopal Church

4063 Syke’s Road, Millington | 901.872.0303

Services: 
Sunday 10:30 AM | Wednesday 10:00 AM
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ADVERTISE 
WITH  

The Bartlett Express, 
The Collierville 

Herald-Independent,  
The Millington 
Star and The 

Germantown News  
& Shelby Sun Times

BY PLACING  
AN AD IN  

The Shopper News 
Classifieds!

(901) 476-7116

YOUR SERVICE 
AD COULD 
 BE HERE!  

CALL  
901-476-7116
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AUTO AUCTIONS

AUTO AUCTIONS

To Place Your Ad, Contact Us 
Today! 901.476.7116  

adrianna@magicvalley 
publishing.com SHOPPER NEWSSHOPPER NEWS Classifieds To Place an Ad: 

476-7116

REMIT TO: 7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134  
CALL (901) 476-7116

YOUR 
CLASSIFIED 
AD COULD 
BE HERE!  

CALL 
901.476.7116

Special!!  General 
yard work, leaves 

raked, Putting down 
mulch.  Free Estimates. 
Reasonable.  PaCerno 

901-323-2822

SERVICES

901.476.7116Ca
ll 

to
 pl

ac
e 
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 ad
 to

da
y!

Your low-cost classified ad in The 
Bartlett Express, The Germantown 
News & Shelby Sun Times, The 
Collierville Herald Independent or 
The Millington Star will help turn 
your unwanted items into CASH.

 
Line classifieds are only $30/week 

for up to 5 lines (140 characters)  
to run in all four papers. 

Display ads are also available for 
$28/column-inch/week for all four 

papers or $12/column-inch for  
individual papers (4-inch minimum).

2017 FORD FUSION
3FA6P0HD0HR156912

 A Ladies Wrecker 
Service:

709 S. Dudley,  Memphis, TN 38104

901.686.3737

The following vehicles will be 
sold at auction on 

OCTOBER 11, 2026 

Paul & Crew 
Towing LLC 

711 S. Dudley,  Memphis, TN 38104

901.632.2320

2010 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN
 2D4RN5DX9AR379782

2013 NISSAN PATHFINDER
5N1AR2MN0DC651060

2023 NISSAN SENTRA 
3N1AB8DV3PY257191

2001 BUICK 
1G4HP54K014271945

2016 NISSAN SENTRA BLUE 
  3N1AB7AP0GY267046

2010 FORD F-150
1FTFX1EV6AKE60866

The following vehicles will be 
sold at auction on 

OCTOBER 11, 2026 

2011 BUICK REGAL 
VIN # W04GP5EC3B1031759

2014 INFINITI Q5S
VIN # JN1BV7AP3EM679411

2010 NISSAN ALTIMA
VIN # 1N4AL2EP6AC166655

2011 KIA SPORTAGE 
VIN # KNDPC3A26B7034347

2012 HONDA FIT 
VIN # JHMGE8H51CC006535

2010 FORD EDGE 
VIN # 2FMDK3KC7ABA61345

1999 GM SONOMA
VIN # 1GTCS1448X8531677

2024 VOLKSWAGEN TAOS
VIN # 3VV5X7B28RM016712

2020 HONDA CIVIC
VIN # 19XFC1F36LE002081

10-22-26 AT 9 A.M.

The Following  
Vehicles Will Be Sold On

A&A TOWING
4000 N. WATKINS

901-357-3330

B&B TOWING, LLC  
2574 SUMMER,  

MEMPHIS  38112

2009 NISS ALT  
VIN# 1N4AL21EX9C119984

2013 NISS ROG  
VIN# JN8AS5MT9DW006340

2005 TOYT SNA  
VIN# 5TDBA22C85S048438

1997 CHEV THA  
VIN# 1GNEK13R2VJ382993

2019 VOLK JET  
VIN# 3VWCB7BU2KM162239

2015 FORD FUSION  
VIN# 3FA6P0HDXFR207149

2012 HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
VIN# 1HD4LE216CC439670

2012 INF G37  
VIN# JN1CV6AP5CM627211

2015 VOLK PAS  
VIN# 1VWAT7A36FC086156

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES  
WILL BE SOLD TO SATISFY  

STORAGE AND TOW FEES ON 

10/28/2026:

JH4CU2F66AC000205  
2010 ACURA TSX 

3FADP4BJ9GM137977  
2016 FORD FIESTA 

WDDHF8JBXDA670855  
2013 MERCEDES-BENZ E-CLASS 

2T3W1RFV0RW358772  
2024 TOYOTA RAV4 

1FAHP24W38G151108  
2008 FORD TAURUS 

KNDJT2A60D7612058  
2013 KIA SOUL  

3VV5C7B23SM060568  
2025 VOLKSWAGEN TAOS   

2GTEC290491112961 
2009 GMC SIERRA 1500 

3N8AP6DC8SL336528  
2025 NISSAN KICKS 

1GCNCPEX0CZ188224  
2012 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 

1N4AL2EP8CC253444  
2012 NISSAN ALTIMA 

4K7S81357WC004244  
1998 HOMD 4K7

NOVEMBER 8, 2026 AT 11 AM

DTS TOWING 
3930 THOMAS ST., MEMPHIS, 38127  

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES  
WILL BE SOLD AT AUCTION ON

HAVE  LOCAL NEWS TO SHARE? EMAIL IT TO:  
JENNIFERDESHAZO@MAGICVALLEYPUBLISHING.COM

WE’VE MOVED! OUR NEW LOCATION IS:   
7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134
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See This Week’s 
Answers In Next 
Week’s Edition 



bartlett-express.news  Thursday, October 8, 2026 - 7A 

HEALTH INSPECTIONS — Bartlett — week of September 29–October 5, 2026

Six Bartlett inspections posted, none below 95
Grand Pacific clears follow-up; Quail Ridge cited for dumpster drain plug

BARTLETT — Six Bartlett establishments were inspect-
ed during the week of September 29 through October 5, and 
no score fell below 95.

Grand Pacific, 6196 Stage Road, scored 95 in a follow-up 
inspection September 29. The inspector found a case of corn 
on the cob stored on the walk-in cooler floor, a wiping cloth 
stored next to the hand sink in the drink area, an open can 
of condensed milk in a reach-in cooler, cardboard lining 
shelves in the walk-in cooler, and an open dumpster lid.

901 Hot Pot and Korean BBQ, 2965 N. Germantown 

Pkwy., Suite 102, scored 97 in a routine inspection Octo-
ber 2. The person in charge could not locate a food-grade 
thermometer, buffet hot food items were not labeled, buffet 
signage reminding guests to take a clean plate was missing, 
and buffet plates were not inverted — the same cluster of 
items cited in its September inspections.

Quail Ridge, 4055 Altruria Rd., was inspected twice 
October 5. The main operation scored 97, cited for a miss-
ing dumpster drain plug, dust on kitchen ceiling tiles and 
non-working kitchen light fixtures. Its bar scored 99 for the 

dumpster drain plug alone.
Jitterbug Beverages, a mobile unit at 6481 Croft Oaks 

Cove, scored 99 October 2 for no visible refrigerator ther-
mometer and no permit numbers on the trailer.

Elendale Elementary Pre-K, 6950 Dawnhill Rd., received 
an approval rating in a routine child care facility inspection 
October 1 with no violations noted.

Inspection reports are public record. Complete reports for 
all Tennessee establishments are available at inspections.
myhealthdepartment.com/tennessee.

This Week’s Inspections  
at a Glance
Bartlett health inspections, September 29-October 
5, 2026. Source: Tennessee Department of Health / 
Shelby County Health Department.

Grand Pacific — 6196 Stage Road
Food service, follow-up, September 29 — Score: 95
A case of corn on the cob stored on the floor in the 
walk-in cooler. Keep items at least six inches above 
the floor.
A wiping cloth stored next to the hand sink in the 
drink area. Corrective action: keep wiping cloths 
stored in sanitizer between uses.
A can of condensed milk open in the reach-in cooler. 

Corrective action: place what remains of any opened 
can into a food-safe container with a label.
Cardboard lining some shelves in the walk-in cooler. 
Corrective action: use only non-porous material to 
line shelves.
The dumpster lid is open.
Elendale Elementary Pre-K — 6950 Dawnhill Rd.
Child care facility, routine, October 1 — Score: 
Approval
No violations noted.
Jitterbug Beverages (mobile unit) — 6481 Croft 
Oaks Cove
Food service, routine, October 2 — Score: 99
No visible thermometer in refrigerator.
No permit numbers on trailer.
901 Hot Pot and Korean BBQ — 2965 N. German-
town Pkwy., Suite 102
Food service, routine, October 2 — Score: 97

Person in charge or chef unable to locate a food-grade 
individual thermometer.
Buffet hot food items are not labeled.
Missing buffet signage reminding guests to get a clean 
plate and utensils prior to serving.
Buffet plates are not inverted.
Quail Ridge — 4055 Altruria Rd.
Food service, routine, October 5 — Score: 97
Missing drain plug in the dumpster. Corrective action: 
provide a drain plug for the drain hole to discourage 
pests.
Dust present on the ceiling tiles in the kitchen.
Light fixtures in the kitchen are not working.
Comment: the permit is paid.
Quail Ridge - Bar — 4055 Altruria Rd.
Food service, routine, October 5 — Score: 99
Missing drain plug in the dumpster.
Comment: the permit is paid.

THE BARTLETT EXPRESS HAS MOVED! 
 OUR NEW LOCATION IS: 7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134

M ost weeks, a 
newspaper has a 
fairly short life 

on the kitchen table. You 
read it, perhaps pass it along 
to someone else, and even-
tually make room for the 
next one. But every so often, 
something in those pages be-
comes worth keeping.

Maybe it is a photograph 
of your grandchild at a ball-
game, a story about the fam-
ily business or an obituary 
that captures something of a 
person you loved. What we 
put together on a deadline 
becomes something a family 
holds onto for decades.

This is National News-
paper Week, observed Oct. 
4–10, and it seems like a 
good opportunity to reflect 
on what newspapers mean 
to the communities they 
serve—not just as business-

es, but as a part of everyday 
life that is easy to take for 
granted.

At Richardson Media 
Group, our newspapers 
serve communities across 
Tennessee. Each town has 
its own identity, its own 
concerns, and its own sto-
ries worth telling. Sharing 
a printing plant and other 
resources helps us get the 
work done, but the purpose 
of each newspaper remains 
local. Readers want to know 
what is happening where 
they live.

A few weeks ago, I 
wrote about the storm that 
knocked our printing plant 
in Huntingdon out of com-
mission. We worked through 
a power outage, internet 
problems and equipment 
trouble before finally getting 
newspapers rolling again. It 
was frustrating for our staff 
and for readers whose pa-
pers arrived late.

But there is a consider-
able difference between a 
newspaper arriving late and 
a newspaper never arriving 

again.
Across the country, that 

second situation has become 
painfully common. North-
western University’s Medill 
School of Journalism report-
ed in its 2025 State of Local 
News study that nearly 3,500 
newspapers had ceased 
printing since 2005—almost 
40 percent of the nation’s 
local newspapers over those 
two decades.

Some publications have 
moved online, and not ev-
ery lost newspaper leaves a 
community without report-
ing. But Medill identified 
more than 200 counties 
with no locally based news 
source and more than 1,500 
others with only one remain-
ing, usually a weekly news-
paper. Nearly 80 percent of 
those “news desert” counties 
were rural.

That term sounds rather 
clinical until you consider 
what it means.

A town doesn’t stop hav-
ing news just because its 
newspaper closes. There 
are still school events, ball-

games, new businesses, 
emergencies, and families 
with stories worth sharing. 
Public meetings still hap-
pen, and decisions still need 
explaining. The question 
becomes who will do the 
work of finding out what 
happened and telling every-
one else.

It is tempting to assume 
the internet will handle that. 
Digital journalism certain-
ly has an important place, 
including in our own work. 
But Medill found that dig-
ital-only local news outlets 
remain concentrated in met-
ropolitan areas and have not 
replaced the reporting lost 
elsewhere. A website can de-
liver a story, but somebody 
still has to produce it.

The same is true of social 
media. Sharing informa-
tion is useful, but sharing 
a report and reporting it in 
the first place are different 
jobs. Someone has to make 
the calls, check the details, 
ask the follow-up questions 
and take responsibility when 
something needs correcting.

That work is not always 
glamorous. Neither is de-
signing pages, selling ad-
vertising, running a press 
or preparing newspapers for 
delivery. Our recent printing 
troubles were a reminder of 
how much effort happens 
out of sight, and how dedi-
cated our people are to get-
ting the finished newspaper 
into readers’ hands.

I’m grateful for that dedi-
cation. I’m also grateful for 
the subscribers and adver-
tisers who make it possible. 
National Newspaper Week 
recognizes all of those con-
tributions, because local 
journalism depends on more 
than the person whose name 
appears above a story.

We also have a responsi-
bility to earn that support. A 
newspaper should be useful, 
accurate and interested in 
its community. We should 
listen when readers sug-
gest a story, raise a concern 
or point out something we 
missed. Supporting local 
journalism should not mean 
lowering expectations for it.

But appreciation has to 
become participation some-
where along the way. Buy-
ing an issue because your 
child is pictured in it is won-
derful. A subscription helps 
make sure someone will be 
there to photograph the next 
group of children, too.

So, to our subscribers, 
thank you. Encourage a 
friend or family member 
to join you. To our adver-
tisers, thank you for choos-
ing to reach your neighbors 
through these pages. And 
when readers patronize 
those businesses, mention-
ing an advertisement they 
saw helps those businesses 
understand the value of their 
support.

I don’t believe small-town 
newspapers are something 
we should simply accept 
losing. The communities we 
serve are still full of people 
worth knowing and stories 
worth telling.

Keep the clippings that 
matter to your family. Help 
keep the newspaper that 
makes them possible.

THE PAPER WE KEEP

C ivil law and crim-
inal law can both 
arise from the 

same event, but they answer 
different questions, use dif-
ferent rules, and can reach 
different results. The O.J. 
Simpson cases are the clear-
est modern example.

In 1994, Nicole Brown 
Simpson and Ronald Gold-
man were killed. The State 
of California charged Simp-
son with murder. That was a 
criminal case. A prosecutor, 
not the victims’ families, 
brought it. The state had to 
prove guilt beyond a rea-
sonable doubt. The defense 
argued the evidence did not 
meet that standard, includ-

ing the famous moment 
when a glove recovered 
from the scene appeared 
not to fit. In 1995 the jury 

acquitted Simpson. An ac-
quittal means the state failed 
to prove the charge. It is not 
a finding that the defendant 

is innocent of every related 
claim, and it does not pay 
the families for their loss.

The families then filed a 
civil wrongful-death law-
suit. That case asked a differ-
ent question: whether Simp-
son was legally responsible 
for the deaths and should 
pay damages. The burden of 
proof was preponderance of 
the evidence, meaning more 
likely than not. In 1997 a 
civil jury found him liable 
and awarded substantial 
damages. No one went to 
jail because of that verdict. 
The remedy was money, not 
punishment.

Most civil injury cases are 
not like that. In the average 

car wreck, the injured per-
son does not sue because the 
other driver meant to cause 
harm. It is the opposite. The 
claim is that the driver was 
negligent: failed to keep a 
proper lookout, ran a light, 
followed too closely, or oth-
erwise did not use reason-
able care. That negligence 
is why the law requires the 
at-fault driver to make the 
injured person whole for 
medical bills, lost income, 
and other harm.

Insurance is built around 
that distinction. A liability 
policy is written to cover ac-
cidental, negligent conduct. 
It generally does not cover 
intentional acts. Criminal 

law asks whether someone 
should be punished for a 
wrong against the public. 
Civil injury law, in the or-
dinary case, asks whether 
carelessness caused a loss 
that should be paid.

.

Mr. Peel seeks justice 
for those injured in trac-
tor-trailer and car acci-
dents, medical malpractice, 
and disability. He often 
addresses churches, clubs, 
and groups without charge. 
Mr. Peel may be reached 
through PeelLawFirm.com 
wherein other articles may 
be accessed.

Living  
with Purpose

By David Peel

DAVID PEEL
Attorney
8582 U.S. Hwy 51 North
Millington, TN  38053
(901)872-4229
davidpeel@peellawfirm.com
peellawfirm.com

Single Event Can Fall Under 
Civil, Criminal Law  

With Different Results
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October is 
Breast Cancer 

Awareness 
Month, and the 

crew at Wiemar’s 
Jewelry, located 
at 7525 US Hwy 

64, Memphis, 
is showing its 

support by 
wearing pink 

throughout the 
month.

Courtesy Photo

Huey’s Wins at Tennessee Hospitality & Tourism  
Association’s Stars of the Industry Awards

MEMPHIS (September 25, 
2026) - Tennessee Hospitality & 
Tourism Association (TNHTA) cel-
ebrated the outstanding individuals 
and teams driving the state’s hospi-
tality sector at the annual Stars of 
the Industry Awards, held Sept. 17 
in Gatlinburg, TN.

Huey’s was honored to repre-
sent Memphis in front of hundreds 
of hospitality professionals from 
across the state of Tennessee, with 
three of their team members chosen 
out of 375K hospitality employ-
ees statewide. Huey’s was award-
ed: Restaurant Employee of the 
Year (Brian Davis, 20+ years with 
Huey’s), General Manager of the 
Year (Reiko French-Whittington, 
nearly 20 years with Huey’s), and 
Restaurateur of the Year (Ashley 
Boggs Robilio, 30+ years with 
Huey’s).

Ashley Boggs Robilio, President 
of Huey’s, shared, “It’s really an 
honor for our team to be recognized 
throughout the whole state of TN. 
It’s a testament to the work they 
put in, and to the city of Memphis, 
which continues to lift us up. We’re 

very grateful for everyone’s support 
and hope we can continue repre-
senting our city’s incredible hospi-
tality industry for years to come.”

From hotel housekeepers to ex-
ecutive chefs, front desk agents to 
tourism leaders, the awards high-
light those who go above and be-
yond to deliver unforgettable expe-
riences across the state.

Tennessee Tourism by the 

Numbers
Tennessee’s tourism eco- 

nomy continues to set records. Vis-
itor spending has grown 40% since 
2018—nearly double the national 
growth rate of 22%—and reached a 
record $32.5 billion in direct visitor 
spending in 2025.

In 2025:
• 150 million visits were made to 

Tennessee.

• $32.5 billion was generated in 
direct visitor spending, up 2.7% 
year over year.

• $89 million was spent by visi-
tors each day.

• $3.3 billion in state and local 
tax revenue was generated by tour-
ism.

• $1,180 was saved in annual tax-
es by the average Tennessee house-
hold as a result of tourism-generat-
ed revenue.

The long-standing event under-
scores the industry’s vital role not 
only in Tennessee’s economy, but 
in shaping the millions of travel 
experiences that define the state’s 
signature spirit of hospitality and 
unmatched service.

About Huey’s
Huey’s has been serving up blues, 

brews, and burgers since 1970. In 
this local, family-owned restaurant, 
you’ll find a casual setting and laid-
back atmosphere, where entertain-
ment includes writing on graffiti 
walls and listening to live music ev-
ery Sunday. Huey’s has been voted 
Best Burger in Memphis every year 
since 1984 in Memphis Magazine 

and is also known for their commit-
ment to the Memphis community 
that supports and sustains them.

Website: 
http://www.hueyburger.com/
Facebook: facebook.com/
HueysRestaurants 
Instagram: @HueysRestaurant 
About the Tennessee Hospital-

ity & Tourism Association (TN-
HTA)

The Tennessee Hospitality & 
Tourism Association is the voice 
of the state’s hospitality industry, 
representing hotels, restaurants, 
attractions, and tourism partners 
across all 95 counties. TNHTA 
advocates for policies that support 
industry growth, provides profes-
sional development and workforce 
resources, and celebrates the peo-
ple and places that make Tennessee 
a world-class destination. Through 
collaboration, education, and rec-
ognition, TNHTA empowers its 
members to thrive and helps ensure 
the continued success of Tennes-
see’s vibrant hospitality and tour-
ism economy.

Huey’s representatives celebrate three honors at the Tennessee Hospitality & Tour-
ism Association’s Stars of the Industry Awards, held Sept. 17 in Gatlinburg. Brian Davis 
was named Restaurant Employee of the Year, Reiko French-Whittington earned Gen-
eral Manager of the Year, and Ashley Boggs Robilio received Restaurateur of the Year. 

Submitted Photo


