
By Thomas Sellers Jr 
Richardson Media Group

 Participating in the TSSAA 
Class 3A State Football Playoffs 
is an old habit around Bolton High 
School.

The program led by Head Coach 
CJ Marshall has even turned host-
ing a November game into a tra-
dition on the campus. But when 
the 2026 season began in August, 
Marshall’s plan was to play larger 
programs White Station and Mem-
phis Central on the schedule to get 
battle-tested.

Despite taking those two defeats 
to start the campaign, Marshall was 
focused on the bigger picture and 
the long game of winning Region 
8-3A.

The Wildcats took another step 
in that direction Friday night in the 
Bolton Football Stadium dominat-
ing the Memphis East Mustangs 
50-0 to increase their winning 
streak to six games.

“We talked about the preparation 
process,” Marshall said. “I also told 
you last time I am very intentional 
about the teams we scrimmage and 
play to get ready for league play.

“When it came to our league 
play we knew the toughest test 
was going to be the first game we 
played — Melrose,” he continued. 
“As you saw in that game, we im- posed our will and dominated that game as well. On the back end it’s about staying focused and commit-

ting to what we do as a team. And 
as a unit just finishing the job.”

After beating Fayette-Ware for 
win No. 1 of the streak, Bolton took 
a huge step toward a championship 
beating the defending champion 
Melrose Golden Wildcats 24-12.

Then Bolton (6-2, 3-0 in Region 
8-3A) ended a losing streak to rival 
Millington 12-8. Since the Trojans 
scored on the Wildcats, the next 
three opponents went down 123-0. 
Douglass and Hamilton were first 
to go down.

East (0-7, 0-2) could never get 
any offensive rhythm with defend-
ers like LeTerious Williams all 

BARTLETT, Tenn. – Rising 
country music star Brittney Spen-
cer will take the stage at the Bart-
lett Performing Arts Center on 
Saturday, Oct. 17, at 7:30 p.m.

Spencer is a genre-defying 
singer-songwriter known for her 
free spirit and remarkable abili-
ty to craft songs that blend life, 
truth, and imagination. Dubbed 
“Nashville’s new star” by CBS 
Mornings, Spencer has earned 
widespread acclaim from Variety, 
Billboard, and Rolling Stone.

Since the release of her debut 
album, My Stupid Life, earlier this 
year, Spencer has been featured 
on the TODAY Show, NPR’s Tiny 
Desk Concert, Austin City Limits, 
and more. She has also been rec-

ognized in prestigious lists such 
as the 2024 Grammy Artists to 
Watch, Variety’s 2024 Most An-
ticipated Albums, People Maga-
zine’s One to Watch, and Rolling 
Stone’s Future Artist.

Throughout her career, Spencer 
has toured and shared stages with 
notable artists including Reba 
McEntire, Willie Nelson, Jason Is-
bell, The Highwomen, Bob Dylan, 
Brandi Carlile, and Carrie Under-
wood. Her festival appearances 
include CMA Fest, CMC Rocks, 
Essence Festival, and Hyde Park’s 
BTS Festival, where she opened 
for The Chicks and Bruce Spring-
steen.
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Give Them Six  
Bolton winning streak continues with blowout of Memphis East

See Football, page 2A

The Memphis East Mustangs have been scoreless all season and the trend continued Friday night with the Bolton 
Wildcat defense holding them scoreless. 

Bolton Head Football Coach CJ 
Marshall (center) has his Wildcats 
rolling with a sixth straight win with 
the lastest coming over Memphis 
East this past Friday night. 

RISING COUNTRY ARTIST BRITTNEY SPENCER 
PLAYS BPACC this Saturday 



Staff Reports

BARTLETT, Tenn. — 
The Bartlett High School 
band and color guard 
brought home multiple 
awards, including first place 
overall and grand champion 
honors, at the Powerband 
Classic, capping months of 
preparation and hard work 
with an impressive compe-
tition performance.

The ensemble earned a 
sweep of special awards 
during preliminary compe-
tition, receiving recognition 

for outstanding color guard, 
percussion, visual perfor-
mance, music performance 
and visual effect. The band 
also was named the Class 

7A champion.
The accolades continued 

during finals, where Bartlett 
earned awards for outstand-
ing visual performance, 

outstanding musical perfor-
mance and outstanding gen-
eral effect before claiming 
first place overall and grand 
champion.

The results reflect the ded-
ication of the students, who 
have spent countless hours 
rehearsing and refining their 
musical and visual perfor-
mances. Their commitment 
was matched by the lead-
ership of the band director 
and staff, who helped guide 
the ensemble throughout its 
preparation.

over ball carriers. Williams 
got the scoring started with a 
fumble recovery leading to a 
24-yard touchdown.

Bolton went ahead 8-0 af-
ter a safety because of a snap 
for a punt going out of the 
end zone. The Wildcat lead 

grew to 15-0 seconds later 
when the free kick flew into 
the hands of Gentry Hines 
Jr. Hines ripped through the 
middle of the field leaving 
dust and Mustangs in the air 
for the touchdown.

Still at the midway point 
of the first quarter, Bolton 
stayed on the attack this time 
using the offense with Kylan 
Bradford breaking loose for 

a 40-yard touchdown run to 
make the score 23-0 with 
2:34 on the clock.

Johnathan Wilson closed 
out the touchdown parade 
for Bolton in the first quarter 
with a TD. Douglas Krueger 
added the two-point conver-
sion to put the Wildcats up 
31-0 going into the second 
quarter.

Bolton scored twice in 

the second quarter to ice the 
game with Hines scoring on 
a short run. Wildcat quarter-
back Kylon Gipson crossed 
the goal line on a keeper to 
make the halftime score 44-
0. Both touchdowns were set 
up by big plays from Bolton 
athlete Calvion Wilford.

The first touchdown of the 
night came on the second 
half kickoff when Bolton’s 

Lathaniel Henderson re-
turned the kick to the house.

With another win in the 
books, Bolton left the field 
with a meekness and focus 
of a champion. Marshall re-
minded his players, next up 
are the Cardinals.

“For a championship team 
this week is very important,” 
he said. “We have practice 
at 8 o’clock in the morn-

ing. The guys who have 
bought and who want to win 
a championship are going 
to show up and play for a 
championship.

“The guys that do not, are 
not going to be here,” he 
concluded. “I definitely have 
faith in my boys and know 
they’ all going to show up. 
We’re going to be ready to 
roll next Friday.”
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FOOTBALL, 
Continued from 1A

The Bartlett Area Chamber of Commerce celebrated the Bartlett area’s business community and recognized outstanding achievements in business and community development at its annual 
Barty Awards Banquet. This year’s recipients included Worthington Chiropractic, YMCA, Wiemar’s Jewelers, McDonald’s, Bluff City Pickleball and First South Financial Federal Credit Union. 
The banquet brought members together for an evening of networking, a silent auction, dinner, award presentations and dancing, honoring the businesses and organizations whose leadership, 
dedication and community spirit help make Bartlett a great place to live, work and do business.

Courtesy Bartlett Area Chamber of Commerce

Bartlett High School band and color guard earn 
grand champion honors at Powerband Classic

Preliminary 
special awards 

sweep:
* Outstanding color 
guard
* Outstanding Per-
cussion 
* Outstanding visual 
performance
* Outstanding music 
performance
* Outstanding visual 
effect
* Class 7a champion

Finals results: 
* Outstanding Visual 
performance
* Outstanding 
Musical 
erformance
* Outstanding 
General Effect
* First place overall, 
grand champion!



BARTLETT FIRE DEPARTMENT PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST: 7-11 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 17, 

at The Venue at Bartlett Station. The 46th 
annual breakfast features pancakes, sau-
sage and coffee, with proceeds benefiting 
the Bartlett Fire Department Reserves and 
supporting fire education and community 

outreach. Tickets are available through 
the Bartlett Fire Department’s event page. 

Source: Bartlett Fire Department
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Fire Pit Fridays  
are Coming October 30
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BUCKMAN ART  
CENTER PRESENTS:
URBAN BUSH WOMEN’S 

“DANCE FOR EVERY BODY” 
WORKSHOP 

October 23, 2026,  
5:30 p.m. 

Free and open 
to the community 

Buckman Arts Center at  
St. Mary’s, 60 Perkins Extd., 

Memphis, TN 38117

Join the legendary Urban Bush 
Women for a free community 

workshop open to the public on 
Friday, October 23 at 5:30 p.m., 
prior to the company’s evening 
show. “Dance for Everybody” 
embraces the idea that each 

individual has a unique and 
powerful contribution to make 

and that bodies are a formidable 
source of agency. The goal is for 
“every body” to find their level of 

challenge and comfort and partake 
according to their abilities. This 

movement jam/dance class seeks 
to appreciacyounker@stmaryss-

chool.org to reserve a spot.

DEA DRUG TAKE BACK  
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24  
KROGER ON HIGHWAY 70 

AT APPLING
Dispose of your unused, expired, or  

unwanted prescription medication safely.
 

**SEND YOUR FREE CALENDAR ITEMS! 
jenniferdeshazo@ 

magicvalleypublishing.com

Upcoming Events ...

Staff Reports

Fire Pits Fridays are returning to Free-
man Park, offering families an opportunity 
to gather around the fire and enjoy an eve-
ning outdoors.

The event will run from 6 to 9 p.m. Fire 

pits will be available for roasting marsh-
mallows, visiting with friends and neigh-
bors and meeting new people.

Limited benches will be available, so at-
tendees are encouraged to bring their own 
chairs or other seating.

Source: City of Bartlett

Additionally, Beyoncé 
invited Spencer to perform 
with her on the Gram-
my-nominated album Cow-

boy Carter.
“Brittney Spencer has a 

remarkable voice that goes 
on for days. She’s an art-
ist to watch!” said Michael 
Bollinger, artistic director 
for the Bartlett Performing 
Arts and Conference Center.

The concert will take 

place at the Bartlett Per-
forming Arts Center, locat-
ed at 3663 Appling Road 
in Bartlett. All seats for the 
event are reserved.

For tickets and additional 
information, visit BPACC.
org or call the box office at 
901-385-5588. 

Y ou may find your-
self in this position 
one day—stand-

ing in a parent’s house after 
they’re gone, boxes every-
where, trying to make sense 
of a life that suddenly feels 
both familiar and impossi-
ble to sort through.

The grief is hard enough. 
What makes it harder is ev-
erything left unsaid and un-
written.

A will and last testament 
is the starting point. It does 
more than decide who gets 
the house or the bank ac-
counts. It tells your family 
what you intended, reduces 
arguments, and gives them 
something clear to follow 
when they are least able to 
make decisions. Without 
one, even simple things can 
drag on for months or end 
up in court.

Beyond the will, a few or-
dinary lists can spare them 
hours of confusion:

A list of which accounts 
are still open—so they are 
not calling banks blind, 
trying to separate active 
accounts from ones closed 
years ago.

Access to your email, or 
at least a way for someone 
trusted to get in. One login 
can surface bills, subscrip-
tions, insurance notices, and 
contacts that would other-
wise stay hidden.

The names of people you 
would want contacted. Old 
friends, coworkers, neigh-
bors—people who mattered 
to you but whom your chil-
dren may not know.

Some guidance on which 
papers actually matter. Tax 
records, deeds, insurance 
policies, and a few key doc-

uments are worth keeping. 
Most of the rest is not. With-
out that distinction, every 
scrap of paper feels danger-
ous to throw away.

A note about any stor-
age unit, safe deposit box, 
or place where something 
important is kept. One sen-
tence can prevent months of 
guessing.

Permission to let things 
go. Tools, clothes, books, 
and ordinary objects carry 
weight when someone has 
just died. Hearing “it’s okay 
not to keep all of this” can 
lift a burden no one should 
have to carry alone.

And finally, a short letter. 
Not instructions about mon-
ey. Just a few honest words 
about family, what you 

hoped for them, and what 
you want them to remember 
when the house is empty.

None of this takes long. 
Most of us already know 
the answers. Writing them 
down is one of the quietest 
gifts you can leave the peo-
ple who will one day have 
to close out your life with-
out you.

Mr. Peel seeks justice 
for those injured in trac-
tor-trailer and car acci-
dents, medical malpractice, 
and disability. He often 
addresses churches, clubs, 
and groups without charge. 
Mr. Peel may be reached 
through PeelLawFirm.com 
wherein other articles may 
be accessed.

Living  
with Purpose

By David Peel

DAVID PEEL
Attorney
8582 U.S. Hwy 51 North
Millington, TN  38053
(901)872-4229
davidpeel@peellawfirm.com
peellawfirm.com

The Gift of Preparation:  
How Planning Ahead Can Spare Loved 

Ones Grief and Confusion
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APOSTOLIC
New Beginning  

Apostolic Church 
4680 Raleigh LaGrange Rd 

Memphis, TN 38128 
901-377-1920

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Bartlett First  

Assembly of God 
7981 U.S. 70 

Memphis, TN 38133 
901-388-7740

BAPTIST
Bartlett Baptist Church 
3465 Kirby Whitten Pkwy 

Bartlett, TN 38135 
901-333-3350

Bartlett Hills Baptist Church 
4641 Ellendale Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-386-9763
Calvary Baptist Church 

6252 Memphis Arlington Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-333-3350
Calvary Chapel Bartlett 

8587 Memphis Arlington Rd
Memphis, TN 38135 

901-385-3854
Calvary Chapel Memphis

4080 Mamie Rd
Memphis TN 38128

901-318-4131
Central Baptist Church 

5470 Raleigh LaGrange Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-385-1809
Cornerstone Institutional 

Baptist Church 
7288 E. Shelby Dr 

Memphis, TN 38125 
901-751-0333

Crystal Springs  
Baptist Church 

6740 Saint Elmo Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-372-0246
East Side Baptist Church 

3232 Covington Pike 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-372-2583
Ellendale Baptist Church 

3861 Broadway Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-386-4676
Faith Baptist Church 

3755 N. Germantown Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38133 

901-386-4785
First Baptist Church  

Bartlett 
2775 Shelby St 

Memphis, TN 38134 
901-386-7810

Grace Memorial  
Baptist Church 
6205 Elmore Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38134 
901-386-5790

Love Worth Finding Ministries 
2941 Kate Bond Rd 
Memphis, TN 38133 

901-382-7900
Providence Baptist Church
4351 N. Germantown Pkwy.

Arlington, TN 38002
901-937-5115

Rivercrest Baptist Church 
5900 Old Brownsville Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38135 
901-212-6656

Trafalgar Village  
Baptist Church 

6161 Summer Ave 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-388-2061
Trinity Reformed  
Baptist Church 
6771 Stage Rd 

Memphis, TN 38134 
901-386-8858 

True Light Baptist Church 
4635 Stage Rd 

Memphis, TN 38128 
901-347-2074

Waypoint Baptist Church 
5586 Stage Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38133 
901-388-5575

Whitten Memorial  
Baptist Church 
6773 Macon Rd 

Memphis, TN 38134 
901-386-5444

BAPTIST – MISSIONARY
Fullview Missionary  

Baptist Church 
7100 Memphis Arlington Rd 

Memphis, TN 38135 
901-377-0341

Hill Chapel Missionary Baptist 
Church 

4523 Raleigh LaGrange Rd 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-266-3022
Oak Grove Missionary Baptist 

Church 
7317 U.S. 64 

Memphis, TN 38133 
901-388-2752 

Oak Grove Missionary Baptist 
Church 

7289 U.S. Hwy 64 
Memphis, TN 38133 

901-388-2752
Providence Baptist Church
4351 N. Germantown Pkwy.

Arlington, TN 38002
901-937-5115

BAPTIST – PRIMITIVE
Raleigh Primitive  
Baptist Church

7247 Andrews Road
Bartlett, TN 38135

CATHOLIC
Church of the Nativity 

5955 Saint Elmo Rd 
Memphis, TN 38135 

901-382-2504
St. Ann Catholic Church 

6529 Stage Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-373-6011
St. Francis of Assisi  

Catholic Church 
2100 N. Germantown Pkwy 

Cordova, TN 38016 
901-937-4675

CHRISTIAN
  Freeway Christian Church

5069 Brunswick, Bartlett, TN 38135
901-338-8611

New Hope Christian Church 
3300 Kirby Whitten Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38134 
901-386-0211

Redeemed Christian Church 
3411 Covington Pike 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-373-3443

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Bartlett Church of Christ 

2704 Charles Bryan Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-377-8044
Ellendale Church of Christ 
7365 U.S. 70 (Summer Ave) 

Bartlett, TN 38133 
901-386-5008

Northeast Side  
Church of Christ 

5380 Stage Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-266-0060
Quail Ridge Church of Christ 

6364 Egypt Central Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-372-7888
Sycamore View  

Church of Christ 
1910 Sycamore View Rd 

Memphis, TN 38134 
901-372-1874 

Wolfchase Church of Christ 
2857 Appling Way, Suite 103 

Memphis, TN 38133 
901-385-1115 

CHURCH OF GOD
East Side Church of God 

5868 Stage Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-377-3388

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
Holy Nation  

Church of Memphis 
3333 N. Old Brownsville Rd 

Memphis, TN 38134 
901-791-9583

Jubilee Church of God-Christ 
4555 Stage Rd 

Memphis, TN 38128 
901-383-9675

 
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Bartlett 1st Ward 

4195 Kirby Whitten Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-388-2853

EPISCOPAL
St. Philip Episcopal Church 
9380 E. Davies Plantation Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38133 
901-388-9830

St. Elizabeth’s Interfaith  
Episcopal Church

Main Office
Bishop Morris and Rev. Ward

5596 Autumn Valley Dr., 
Bartlett, TN  38135

St. Elizabeth’s Interfaith  
Episcopal Church

Bishop Bartholomew  
and Bishop Morris

7157 US Hwy 70, Box A
Bartlett, TN 38135

Office:  901-409-8705

LUTHERAN
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 

5415 Raleigh LaGrange Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-386-9695
Immanuel Lutheran Church 

6325 Raleigh LaGrange Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-373-4486
St. Luke Lutheran Church 
2000 N. Germantown Pkwy 

Cordova, TN 38016 
901-756-8850

METHODIST  
Bartlett Grace  

Community Evangelical Methodist 
Church

2018 Bartlett ROAD
Memphis, TN 38134
Gracememphis.com

METHODIST – UNITED
Bartlett United  

Methodist Church 
5676 Stage Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38134 
901-386-4563

Ellendale United  
Methodist Church 
7217 Centralia Rd 

Ellendale, TN 38029 
901-386-0205

Good Shepherd United Methodist 
Church 

6050 Summer Ave 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-386-2212
Raleigh United  

Methodist Church 
3295 Powers Rd 

Memphis, TN 38128 
901-386-9320

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Bethel Church Ministries 

5586 Stage Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-372-0500
Christ Church 
5955 Yale Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38134 
901-377-3097

Community of Christ 
3548 Brunswick Rd 
Memphis, TN 38133 

901-388-1381
Cordova Community Church 

at the Bert Ferguson 
Community Center 

8505 Trinity Rd 
Cordova, TN 38018 

901-881-6169
Cross-Way Church 

2633 Altruria Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-388-8515
Grayson Cathedral Church 

3320 Austin Peay Hwy 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-385-9260
Greater Imani Church 
3824 Austin Peay Hwy 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-274-6711
Harmony Church of Bartlett 

6740 St. Elmo Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-249-7400 
Holy Ground Church/ 
Non-Denominational
5900 Old Brownsville

Bartlett, TN 38135
The Life Church 

1800 N Germantown Pkwy 
Cordova, TN 38016 

901-751-0095
Lighthouse Ministries 

4384 Stage Rd, 4th Floor 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-382-8106
New Destiny Church of Memphis 

2909 Elmore Park Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-379-0303
New Life Fellowship Church 

1747 Bartlett Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-373-9500
Philippians V Multi-Ministry 

3170 Covington Pike 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-385-3555
Remnant Seed Ministries 

2774 Bartlett Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-386-3386
River City Church 

3871 Kirby Whitten Pkwy 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-386-4171
Ruach Ha-Kodesh Evangelistic 

Ministry (RHaKEM) 
4910 Misty River Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-373-2940

PENTECOSTAL
Fountain of Truth Church 

7022 U.S. 70 
Memphis, TN 38133 

901-372-8238

PRESBYTERIAN
Advent Presbyterian Cordova 

1879 N. Germantown Pkwy 
Cordova, TN 38016 

901-755-6290
Grace Presbyterian Church 

6671 Yale Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-386-3241

PRESBYTERIAN – CUMBERLAND
Faith Cumberland Presbyterian 

Church 
3427 Appling Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38133 
901-377-0526

Grace Presbyterian Church 
(PCUSA) 

6641 Yale Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-386-3241

MOSQUE
Al Rasool Center

5315 Stage Rd
Memphis, TN 38134

901-380-0992

BARTLETT TOWING SERVICE
24-Hour Towing

1807 BARTLETT RD • 387-0324
Ken Permenter, Owner

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Richard Guizlo, Jr.
owner

2755 Bartlett  Boulevard • Bartlett, Tennessee 38134
(901)388-6030 • Fax (901) 388-6552

email - bartletthomefurnishings@gmail.com

Specializing in Mercedes, BMW, Acura, Lexus, Land Rover & Jaguar
service and repair.

BRING IN THIS AD FOR 10% OFF
4844 Elmore Road • Memphis, TN  38128 • (901)388-2201

www.BMiMemphis.com

DAVID PEEL
Attorney
8582 U.S. Hwy 51 North
Millington, TN  38053
(901)872-4229
davidpeel@peellawfirm.com
peellawfirm.com

Where We Are

Since we began our journey several months ago, it seems 
to me a good time to take stock of where we are. Friedrich 
Nietzsche, the nineteenth-century German philosopher, first 
coined the bold phrase, “God is Dead” in 1883. In 1966, Time 
magazine, in startling fashion, asked the question directly: 
“Is God Dead?” After all, it’s an important question! And it 
is an important question because everyone who is alive, or 
who has ever lived has given an answer to the question in 
the way they choose to live their lives. Our Bible skeptic, 
Michael, it seems, has also made a decision. If you recall, 
we began our conversation concerning the question, is God 
dead? with the Bible skeptic, Michael. Remember, Michael 
thinks the Bible is not the inspired work and Word of God, 
but rather a creation solely of man’s imagination. Michael 
said of the biblical writer’s inspiration that inspiration 
comes in many forms, like artists who write songs because 
of inspiration. I think the Bible could be written in the same 
way just like any book, song, or other art. But I think it is in 
some ways art because it is a creation of man but it is also 
handpicked in certain ways because it has gone through 
different interpretations. Consequently, Michael does not 
believe in Christianity, nor is he sure if God is dead or, if 
He ever existed in the first place. Michael says he does not 
know, but it turns out Michael, like everyone else in the 
world, has made a decision that reflects his indecisiveness, 
and that, we said, is Michael’s dilemma. And so began our 
journey: a journey to present a cumulative case argument to 
the Michaels of the world. Not unlike a legal case presented 
in a court of law, each week we have been presenting and 
uncovering evidence that seems to indicate a Supreme Being 

who created all that exists. Our case started from the kalam 
cosmological Argument from which we determined there to 
be compelling evidence from cosmology and physics that 
there exists an uncaused, personal Creator of the universe, 
who in relation to the universe is beginningless, changeless, 
immaterial, timeless, spaceless, and enormously powerful.

But that was only the start of the case. We said that to 
know the artist, one needs to study their works of art. If 
you want to learn about Van Gogh, then you need to study 
Starry Night. If you’re going to learn about Andy Warhol, 
then you need to study his self-portraits. If you want to 
learn about the Artist of creation, you must look at His 
creation. And it is from that perspective that looking at the 
teleological argument for the cosmos, plus the irreducible 
complexity found in biological systems provided much 
more compelling evidence for the case. From the design 
argument, further evidence of the Artist came into view: 
the design, unity, order, and complexity of creation itself 
implies the Creator of the universe is a highly intelligent 
Designer who purposefully designed and brought the 
universe into being.

Over the last few weeks, evidence has been presented, and 
the argument has been made that human beings are endowed 
with unique and sophisticated attributes—attributes found 
nowhere else in the animal kingdom; nowhere. The dualistic 
constitution of human beings. And it is the soul of man that 
houses many uniquely human attributes. One of the most 
fascinating is the human capacity of self-consciousness; 
often called the argument from consciousness. From 
the argument of self-consciousness, we have warrant 
in suggesting that the human beings God freely chose to 
create consist of two substances; one material, and one 

immaterial; one body being uniquely human, and one spirit 
being similar in substance to God, who is Spirit. 

Given the present and cumulative evidence, we are 
driven to ponder a great question: why are humans so 
uniquely endowed? Philosopher Anthony O’Hear compels 
us to ask a simple question: could it be that the Creator, who 
is personal, intentional, and purposeful in His design and 
creation placed a particular and unique expectation upon 
mankind? After all, there are not a lot of expectations placed 
upon a skunk’s behavior. Nor are there distinct obligations 
placed upon a dog, a cat, or any other non-human member 
of the animal kingdom. Once again, these are uniquely 
human attributes and they are attributes warehoused in the 
human soul. —Join us next week as we begin to look at 
human morality—its origin and purpose—as we continue 
to search for an answer to the question, Is God dead?

Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Ty B. Kerley, DMin., is an ordained minister who teaches 
Christian apologetics and relief preaches in Southern 
Oklahoma. Dr. Kerley and his wife, Vicki, are members of 
the Waurika church of Christ and live in Ardmore, OK. You 
can contact him at dr.kerley@isGoddead.com

Is God Dead? ... by Ty B. Kerley, DMin.

YOU ARE FAMILY AT
St. Anne’s Episcopal Church

4063 Syke’s Road, Millington | 901.872.0303

Services: 
Sunday 10:30 AM | Wednesday 10:00 AM
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ADVERTISE 
WITH  

The Bartlett Express, 
The Collierville 

Herald-Independent,  
The Millington 
Star and The 

Germantown News  
& Shelby Sun Times

BY PLACING  
AN AD IN  

The Shopper News 
Classifieds!

(901) 476-7116

SHOPPER NEWS CLASSIFIEDS  •  RICHARDSON MEDIA GROUP  •  THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2026

AUTO AUCTIONS

AUTO AUCTIONS

To Place Your Ad, Contact Us 
Today! 901.476.7116  

adrianna@magicvalley 
publishing.com SHOPPER NEWSSHOPPER NEWS Classifieds To Place an Ad: 

476-7116

                          Auctions
GET THE WORD OUT about your next 
auction! Save Time & $$$. One Call 
For All. Your ad can appear in this 
newspaper + 104 other TN newspapers. 
For more info, contact this newspaper’s 
classified dept. or call 931-624-8916. 

            Cable / Satellite / Wireless
Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet for 
speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting at $54.95. 
Plus, a $100 gift card when you make 
the switch.  Call 1-855-481-3340

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. 
Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Direct 
and get your first free months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ 
and Cinemax included. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV 1-844-230-4803

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 

Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-844-274-6074   

                    Health / Beauty
Audien Hearing. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million 
happy customers. Call Audien 1-888-
297-2079

Safe Step Stairlifts. Enjoy greater 
independence and stay in the home 
you love. Feel safe on every level. $750 
off plus FREE installation. Made in 
the U.S.A. Call today for a free quote. 
1-866-432-3409

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 
1-844-278-8285 www.dental50plus.com/
tnpress #6258

                Home Improvement   
Olshan Foundation Solutions. Your 
trusted foundation repair experts since 
1933. Foundation repair. Crawl space 
recovery. Basement waterproofing. 
Water management and more. Free 
evaluation. Limited time up to $250 off 
foundation repair. Call Olshan 1-866-
265-5932             
        
                 Wanted - To Buy
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get your fair cash offer 
today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-877-551-1426
          
    Advertise Throughout Tennessee
YOUR LOW COST ADVERTISING 
Solution! One call & your 25 word ad will 
appear in 105 Tennessee newspapers 
for $275/wk or 28 West  TN newspapers 
for $120/wk. Call this newspaper’s 
classified advertising dept. or go to 
www.tnpress.com

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS
Reaching more than 979,000 Readers Every Week!

For placement information, contact this newspaper’s classifi ed advertising department.
591,000

REMIT TO: 7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134  
CALL (901) 476-7116

YOUR 
CLASSIFIED 
AD COULD 
BE HERE!  

CALL 
901.476.7116

Special!!  General 
yard work, leaves 

raked, Putting down 
mulch.  Free Estimates. 
Reasonable.  PaCerno 

901-323-2822

SERVICES

Your low-cost classified ad in The 
Bartlett Express, The Germantown 
News & Shelby Sun Times, The 
Collierville Herald Independent or 
The Millington Star will help turn 
your unwanted items into CASH.

 
Line classifieds are only $30/week 

for up to 5 lines (140 characters)  
to run in all four papers. 

Display ads are also available for 
$28/column-inch/week for all four 

papers or $12/column-inch for  
individual papers (4-inch minimum).

B&B TOWING, LLC  
2574 SUMMER,  

MEMPHIS  38112

2007 HOND ACC  
VIN# 1HGCM66597A016825

2007 INFI G35  
VIN# JNKBV61E67M722789

2012 NISS ALT  
VIN# 1N4AL2EP1CC116619

2007 HOND CIV  
VIN# 1HGFA16897L055129

2011 CHEV IMPALA  
VIN# 2G1WG5EK1B1239523

1995  GMC SI  
VIN# 1GTEC14Z0SZ525070

2012 FRHT SPR  
VIN# WDYPE8CC6C5666375

2004 DODG R15  
VIN# 1D7HA18N14S736418

2012 NISS VSL  
VIN# 3N1BC1CP5CK202850

1993 MERCURY CAPRI  
VIN# 6MPCT0363P8647596

2008 NSSSAN ALT  
VIN# 1N4BL24E98C252119

2011 KIA FORTE  
VIN# KNAFU4A27B5452407

2012 MERZ GL3  
VIN# WDCGG5GB4CF780238

2004 LINC  
VIN# 1LNHM83W74Y685509

2015 CHEV SUB  
VIN# 1GNSKJKC4FR687723

2014 CHEV MAL  
VIN# 1G11B5SL2EF266216

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES  
WILL BE SOLD TO SATISFY  

STORAGE AND TOW FEES ON 

11/4/20211/4/2026:

4T1BE32K26U161229  
2006 TOYOTA CAMRY 

1HGCR2F30FA219755  
2015 HONDA ACCORD 

1G2JB34T0P7554732  
1993 PONTIAC SUNBIRD 

3N1BC1CP7CK805167  
2012 NISSAN VERSA 

3N1CP5CU7JL519364  
2018 NISSAN KICKS 

1HGCR3F90HA001490  
2017 HONDA ACCORD  

WDDGF4HB6EA958321  
2014 MERCEDES-BENZ C-CLASS 

KNMAT2MV9LP523588  
2020 NISSAN ROGUE 

5NMS2DAJ9PH625900  
2023 HYUNDAI SANTA FE 

1C3BC1FG1BN503475  
2011 CHRYSLER 200 

JTHBE1BL4D5001845  
2013 LEXUS GS 350 

KL1TD66E79B360222  
2009 CHEVROLET AVEO 

5N1ALOMMOEC501657  
2014 INFINITI QX60 

KNAG64J73V5538019  
2027 KIA K5 

4T1BF3EK2BU633133  
2011 TOYOTA CAMRY

NOVEMBER 15, 2026 AT 11 AM

DTS TOWING 
3930 THOMAS ST., MEMPHIS, 38127  

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES  
WILL BE SOLD AT AUCTION ON

DAN’S  
TOWING
3911 THOMAS 

MEMPHIS, TN 38127

2016 CHRYSLER 200
1C3CCCFB3GN182129

2001 JEEP CHEROKEE
1J4GX48S21C541908

2014 FORD FUSION
1FA6P0H75E5398166

2013 CHRYSLER 300
2C3CCAAG4DH517023

2020 CHEVY MALIBU
1G1ZB5ST0LF001794

2004 TOYOTA CELICA
JTDDR32T340171296

2019 MITIBISHI  
OUTLANDER

JA4AP3AUXKU017302

2011 CADILLAC CTS
1G6DJ1ED0B0155962

The Following Vehicles  
Will Be Sold on

10/30/2026 @ NOON

DIRTY SOUTH 
TOWING  

 905 Estival Place,  
Memphis, TN 38126

1993 HARLEY DAVIDSON FXS  
1HD1BKL10PY010987

2013 CHRYSLER 200 
1C3CCBCG4DN719595

2016 TOYOTA PRIUS 
JTDKDTB35G1137445

2024 HYUNDAI TUCSON 
KM8JECD18RU170411

The following vehicle will be sold 
to satisfy storage and tow fees on 

NOVEMBER 19  
AT 9 A.M.

DIRTY SOUTH 
TOWING  

 905 Estival Place,  
Memphis, TN 38126

2017 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT 
NM0LS7E75H1321072

 
2024 TOYOTA CAMRY 
4T1C11AKXRU254297

 
2007 NISSAN XTERRA 
5N1AN08W97C528753

 
2026 VW JETTA  

3VW5W7BU1TM034704

The following vehicle will be sold 
to satisfy storage and tow fees on 

NOVEMBER 5 
AT 9 A.M.

VINTAGE AUTOMOTIVE
5351 HWY 51 N.

MEMPHIS, TN 38127

2015 NISSAN VERSA 
3N1CN7AP1FL842007

1998 FORD RANGER 
1FTYR14X2PA54180

2015 NISSAN ALTIMA  
1N4AL3AP5FC429043

2017 INFINITI QX60 
5N1DLOMNXHC549628 

2016 TOYOTA COROLLA  
5YFBURHE1GP535937

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES  
WILL BE SOLD FOR TO SATISFY  
TOW AND STORAGE FEES ON 

NOVEMBER 5, 2026 @ 9:00 A.M.NOVEMBER 5, 2026 @ 9:00 A.M.

HAVE  LOCAL NEWS TO SHARE? EMAIL IT TO:  
JENNIFERDESHAZO@MAGICVALLEYPUBLISHING.COM

WE’VE MOVED! OUR NEW LOCATION IS:   
7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134
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See This Week’s 
Answers In Next 
Week’s Edition 



Tom Rieman
Special to Bartlett Express

In Memphis, the favored lawn grass is ei-
ther Zoysia or Bermuda, and both of these 
grasses seem to grow best where we don’t 
want them – in our ornamental beds.  It has 
been brutally hot this summer, and there 
have been many days that I simply had to 
limit my time outdoors.  For many garden-
ers, the heat has kept us from the task of 
weeding our landscape beds.  It is frustrating 
and disheartening once you do venture out-
side to beds full of grass that is difficult to 
eradicate.  So what is a gardener to do? 

We don’t have to give up, eliminate our 
beds, and grow “wall to wall” grass on our 
property.  We can solve the problem of grass 
in our landscaped beds with good cultural 
practices and, if needed, some interventions.  
It helps to understand how these grasses end 
up in our beds.  Both Zoysia and Bermuda 
grasses spread aggressively through two 
specialized stem systems.  Stolons, some-
times called “runners,”  are stems that trav-
el above ground, and wherever their nodes 
touch the ground, they will root to form new 
grass plants.  The other is called a rhizome 
which is an underground stem which period-
ically will push new shoots up to the surface.  
Bermuda is a more aggressive spreader than 
Zoysia making it easier to keep in check.

To keep these grasses out of our beds, a 
physical barrier is the best defense.  When 
installed, the barrier should extend below 
ground to defeat the rhizomes.  Bury the 
edging six inches deep for best results.  You 
can get acceptable results at a depth of three 
to three and one-half inches.  Leave the top 
of the barrier about an inch or two above 

the soil level.  The 
buried portion will 
keep the rhizomes 
at bay, and the ex-
posed barrier gives 
you a surface that 
you can use to cut 
the stolons with a 
string trimmer as 
they try to climb 
over the barrier.  
For aesthetic rea-
sons some garden-
ers prefer to use a 3-to-4-inch-deep trench 
rather than a physical barrier.  This will also 
work well but requires more maintenance.

When using a barrier consider adding 
a mowing strip.  This is a hard surface in-
stalled on the grass side of the barrier to 
provide a path for lawnmower wheels to 
ride upon.  When using metal, plastic, or 
non-mortared brick, be aware that where 
pieces are butted together, the grass will try 
to sneak through.  Unfortunately no barrier 
is 100 percent effective, and you will need 
to patrol the borders of your beds regularly 
looking for intruders.

If grass has invaded your beds,  you can 
remedy it by weeding it out, being sure to 
remove all of the roots and stolons.  This is 
easy enough to do if it is just a few stray bits 
of grass among the mulch.  When grass has 
invaded a bed of monkey grass, however, 
hand pulling is nearly impossible, so if you 
are not averse to using selective herbicides 
designed to kill only grass, you can restore 
your beds using chemotherapy. There are 
several to choose from. 

Look for products containing the active 
ingredients clethodim, sethoxydim, or Flu-

azifop-P-butyl. All of them are systemic 
with a short term soil residual of about 2 
weeks.  These products work best on ac-
tively growing, young grasses. Established 
plants may need more than one application. 
These products are available under a variety 
of brand names.  Your favorite local inde-
pendent garden center can advise you as to 
which may be the best for your situation.  As 
always, be sure to read and follow all label 
instructions.

Your grass doesn’t intentionally try to 

frustrate you; it just wants to reproduce and 
grow.  We love it when it grows to fill in bare 
spots in the lawn.  We just don’t love it when 
it fills in our beds.  By using a barrier and 
patrolling the borders with our string trim-
mer, we can keep it out of our beds.  And 
the good news is that should you take a long 
vacation to beat the summer heat, you can 
easily control it by weeding or by using a 
little help from the garden center’s chemo-
therapy section.
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HEALTH INSPECTIONS — Bartlett — week of October 6–12, 2026

Bartlett restaurant warned of closure letter 
after chicken discarded

A J Fish & Chicken scores 89; raw meats found without date marking

BARTLETT — A J Fish & Chicken, 6337 
Stage Rd., scored 89 in a routine inspection 
October 7, and the report warns that failure 
to fix priority violations in the time allotted 
may result in a closure letter.

The inspector found a bowl of chick-
en legs in a reach-in cooler without a date 
mark and with a strong odor. The person 
in charge discarded the chicken legs. All 

of the raw meats in the establishment were 
found without date marking, with the report 
directing that all prepared raw meats carry 
a seven-day expiration date. Buildup was 
also present on the floor around the chest 
freezers.

The Bartlett YMCA pool, 7700 Flaherty 
Pl., scored 94 October 8. The inspector 
found stains on the bottom of the pool, pH 

low at 6.8, alkalinity low at 40 and chlorine 
high at 5 parts per million.

Exline Pizza, 6250 Stage Rd., scored 97 
October 6, cited for both cooks not wear-
ing hair restraints, dust on a fan and a black 
spore-like substance inside a two-door 
reach-in cooler, and dusty and stained ceil-
ing tiles in the kitchen.

Rockin Rodney’s, a mobile unit at 2635 

Larch Trail Dr., scored 99 October 12 for 
a cutting board with deep stained grooves 
and rust on its underside, and a rusted prep 
cooler rack.

Inspection reports are public record. 
Complete reports for all Tennessee estab-
lishments are available at inspections.my-
healthdepartment.com/tennessee.

This Week’s  
Inspections  
at a Glance
Bartlett health inspections, October 
6-12, 2026. Source: Tennessee Depart-
ment of Health / Shelby County Health 
Department.

Exline Pizza — 6250 Stage Rd.
Food service, routine, October 6 — 
Score: 97
Both cooks not wearing hair restraints.
Dust on the fan and black spore-like 
substance inside the two-door reach-in 

cooler.
Dusty and stained ceiling tiles present 
in the kitchen.
Comment: the permit is paid.

A J Fish & Chicken — 6337 Stage 
Rd.
Food service, routine, October 7 — 
Score: 89
A bowl of chicken legs in the reach-in 
cooler without a date mark and with 
a strong odor. Corrective action: the 
person in charge discarded the chicken 
legs.
All of the raw meats in the establish-
ment are not date marked. Corrective 
action: date mark all prepared raw 
meats with a seven-day expiration 

date.
The floor around the chest freezers has 
buildup present.
Comment: the permit is paid. Failure 
to fix priority violations in the time 
allotted may result in a closure letter.

Bartlett YMCA — 7700 Flaherty Pl.
Public swimming pool, routine, Octo-
ber 8 — Score: 94
Stains on the bottom of the pool. 
Corrective action: remove the stains or 
resurface.
pH is low at 6.8. Corrective action: 
maintain the pH at 7.2 to 7.6.
Alkalinity is low at 40. Corrective 
action: maintain the alkalinity between 
80 and 120.

Chlorine is high at 5 ppm. Corrective 
action: maintain the chlorine between 
0.5 and 3 ppm.
Comment: the permit is paid.

Rockin Rodney’s (mobile unit) — 
2635 Larch Trail Dr.
Food service, routine, October 12 — 
Score: 99
Cutting board has deep stained grooves 
and the underside has rust present. 
Corrective action: discard cutting 
board and remove rust from prep cool-
er surface.
Prep cooler rack is rusted. Corrective 
action: consider replacing.

Advertise in the local 
newspaper

Call 901.476.7116

Bartlett Community

THE BARTLETT EXPRESS HAS MOVED! 
 OUR NEW LOCATION IS: 7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134

The Grass is Always MeanerThe Grass is Always Meaner
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Congrats go out to Kaleb Moretta for earning Bartlett, TN Fire Department Employee of the month. Kaleb was 
nominated after a thankful citizen contacted us regarding his performance at a house fire next door to her home. 
Check out the nomination attached. Well done, Kaleb. We have the best First Responders in the business

Courtesy Bartlett Area Chamber of Commerce

F inishing your estate 
plan is a big step, 
but failing to noti-

fy the people involved can 
lead to confusion and com-
plications when it’s time 
to use it.  Since the events 
that bring those plans into 
action, such as an accident, 
serious illness or hospital-
ization, rarely come with a 
warning, talking with your 
family about your estate 
plan before a crisis occurs 
can provide clarity and help 
reduce uncertainty, conflict 
and stress later

Would your loved ones 
know what to do?

About half of Americans 
turning 65 today will need 
some form of long-term 

care, according to the U.S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services. If you be-
came unable to make med-
ical or financial decisions, 
documents such as powers 
of attorney and advance 
directives can help ensure 
someone you trust can step 
in. Just as important is mak-
ing sure your loved ones 
know those documents ex-
ist and where to find them. 
Without access to them, 
even close family members 
may be unable to access 
bank accounts, pay bills or 
make medical decisions on 
your behalf without going 
through a court.

Who should be included 
in an estate plan conversa-

tion?
When you’re ready to talk 

with loved ones, start with 
anyone named in a formal 
role in your estate plan, such 
as a financial power of at-
torney, health care proxy, 
trustee or executor. You may 
also want to include family 
members who are likely to 
be involved in your care or 
inherit assets.

Think about the dynam-
ics of your family as you 
plan the conversation. Some 
families are comfortable dis-
cussing everything together, 
while others communicate 
more effectively through 
smaller group discussions or 
one-on-one conversations.

What should your fami-

ly know about your estate 
plan?

Start with your values 
and the goals behind your 
decisions. Explaining what 
matters most to you can help 
family members better un-
derstand your wishes.

From there, review prac-
tical details, including who 
serves in key roles, where 
important documents are 
stored and how to contact 
your estate-planning attor-
ney. You may also want to 
discuss your care preferenc-
es if you were to lose inde-
pendence and any decisions 
that family members might 
find surprising. For exam-
ple, if inheritances will not 
be divided equally, sharing 

your reasoning now may 
help prevent misunderstand-
ings later.

Most importantly, leave 
time for questions. The goal 
is not to cover every pos-
sible scenario in a single 
meeting. It’s to create un-
derstanding and give loved 
ones confidence about what 
matters to you.

If a single conversation 
feels overwhelming, con-
sider breaking it into a few 
shorter discussions over 
time.

Need help starting the 
conversation?

Many people worry about 
how family members will 
react or feel unsure about 
where to begin. A financial 

advisor can help you pre-
pare for the conversation 
and, in some cases, facilitate 
it. Having a neutral third 
party involved can help 
keep discussions productive 
and ensure everyone leaves 
with greater clarity about 
your wishes.

This article 
was written by 
Edward Jones 
for use by your 
local Edward 
Jones Financial 
Advisor - Tom 

Shelley. Visit his office at 
7730 Wolf River Blvd. #107, 
Germantown or call (901)751-
1212.  Edward Jones, Member 
SIPC

FINANCIAL FOCUS:  
The family conversation your estate plan is waiting for

Bartlett City Schools congratulates its talented students who recently au-
ditioned for the 2026 All-Southwest Tennessee Senior High Honor Choir 
(All-West Auditions). Their hard work, dedication and hours of preparation 
reflect a commitment to musical excellence and make the district proud. 

Courtesy of Bartlett City Schools


