
Staff Reports

BARTLETT, Tenn. — Dr. Ethan 
Randall, principal of Elmore Park 
Middle School, has been named 
a 2026 EmpowerEd Educator 
Award recipient by the Leaders 
Education Foundation, Bartlett 

Staff Reports

BARTLETT, Tenn. — Last 
week, Bartlett High School offi-
cially celebrated the addition of 
a new outdoor practice facility 
on its campus with a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony held in partnership 
with the Bartlett Area Chamber of 
Commerce.

Funded by Bartlett City 
Schools, the 110-yard outdoor 
practice facility represents a ma-
jor investment in the district’s 
students and families. The multi-
use space will provide expanded 
practice opportunities for several 
Bartlett High School athletic pro-
grams as well as the school’s band 
program.

District and school leadership 
attended the event alongside 
community partners to mark the 
completion of the project. Among 
those present were Bartlett City 
Schools Superintendent Dr. Da-
vid A. Stephens, Bartlett City 

Board of Education Chairman 
David Cook, and members of the 
Board of Education.

Also joining the celebration 
were Bartlett High School Princi-
pal Shannon Abraham, Assistant 
Superintendent Dr. Chris Maley, 
Chief Financial Officer Lakisha 
Mitchell, and Executive Director 
of Athletics and School Support 
Tim Jones.

Project design and construction 
representatives from Chris Woods 
Construction Company and 4FDe- 
sign were also recognized for 
their work in bringing the facility 
from initial site work and struc-
tural framing to completion.

School officials noted that what 
started with excavation, founda-
tion work, and steel beam place-
ment has now transformed into a 
functional venue that will serve 
student programs and athletics for 
years to come.

 
Source: Bartlett City Schools
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BARTLETT, Tenn. — Award- 
winning Nashville recording art-
ist and local native Jay Jones will 
close out the Bartlett LIVE Music 
Series on Saturday, Sept. 26, at 
W.J. Freeman Park.

Jones recently won Vocalist of 
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District leaders and Chamber of Commerce celebrate completion of 110-yard multi-use grounds.
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Say You Read It In 
The Bartlett Express!

GOLF TEAM CONTINUING A LEGACY

JONES, Continued from 1A

Bartlett City Schools Breaks Ground on New 
Altruria Elementary

Members of the Bartlett High School girls golf team celebrate after finishing as district runner-
up and advancing to the regional tournament. Abigail took first-place medalist honors for the 
girls, while three Bartlett boys golfers also qualified for regionals.

Photo: Bartlett City Schools

MARTIN, Tenn. – Sept. 16, 2026 – LOCAL STUDENT ATTENDS UT MARTIN LEGACY LUNCHEON – 
Michlal Watkins (second from left), a student at the University of Tennessee at Martin, attended 
the UT Martin Legacy Luncheon on Aug. 20 with his parents, Civil Watkins (first from left, who 
received degrees from UT Martin in 1992, 1994 and 2023) and Charles Watkins (who received 
degrees from UT Martin in 1991 and 1993) of Memphis, and his grandmother, Shirley Watkins. 
The Legacy Luncheon, held at the Paul Meek Library, is an event where alumni celebrate their 
children continuing their legacy as UT Martin students. For more information about UT Martin, 
visit www.utm.edu or call 1-800-829-UTM1 (-8861).  

Weststar Vaughn Risingstar Youth 
Summit Seeks High School Seniors
MARTIN, Tenn. – The 

University of Tennessee at 
Martin WestStar Vaughn 
RisingStar Youth Summit is 
seeking high school seniors 
who have an interest in at-
tending college and would 
benefit from a leadership 
program.

The Vaughn RisingStar 
Youth Summit will take 
place Oct. 8-9 on the UT 
Martin main campus and 
includes an overnight stay. 
The summit is a fun, hands-
on experience that helps 
students build the leader-
ship skills, confidence and 
real-world knowledge they 
need to thrive in college, ca-
reers and life.

The youth summit is a 
two-day program designed 
for high school seniors from 
public and private schools 
across West Tennessee. The 
summit equips students 
with the leadership skills, 
knowledge and confidence 
needed to navigate college, 

careers and adulthood. 
The Vaughn RisingStar 

Youth Summit offers stu-
dent leaders from across 
the region an opportunity 
to develop those essential 
skills while gaining a deep-
er understanding of the im-
portance of community in-
volvement. 

Participants experience 
college life firsthand, con-
nect with peers from across 
West Tennessee and engage 
in interactive sessions led 
by professionals and men-
tors. 

Throughout the summit, 
students explore college 
and career pathways, build 
life skills and take part in 
meaningful activities de-
signed to prepare them for 
future success. 

Adam Garner, the pro-
gram director for the West-
Star Leadership Program, 
said registration for the 
summit is now open.

“We will have a multi-

tude of speakers who will 
come and give the students 
information about coming 
to college,” he said. “They 
will help the students nav-
igate that next step. They 
will do mock job interviews 
to help them prepare for af-
ter college and entering the 
job market.”

The cost of the program 
is $120 per student, which 
includes housing, meals, 
UT Martin swag and all ma-
terials.

For more information 
about the Vaughn Rising-
Star Youth Summit or to 
get registration informa-
tion, contact Garner at 
adamgarn@utm.edu. For 
more information about the 
WestStar Leadership Pro-
gram, visit www.utm.edu/
weststar.

For more information 
about UT Martin, visit 
www.utm.edu or call 1-800-
829-UTM1 (-8861).

the Year (Southern Rock/
Country) at the Josie Music 
Awards at the Grand Ole 
Opry in Nashville. Known 
for his versatility, his per-
formance set list includes 
songs ranging from Charlie 
Daniels to Tool.

The free event runs from 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m., with food 
trucks opening at 6 p.m. 
The weather forecast calls 
for temperatures around 74 
degrees at showtime.

The Bartlett LIVE Music 
Series is free to the public 

thanks to sponsors Side 
Porch Steakhouse, Worth-
ington Chiropractic-Bart-
lett, Memphis Record 
Pressing, Dobbs Brothers 
Chevrolet of Bartlett, and 
First Horizon Bank.

Source: City of Bartlett
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On Wednesday, Sept. 16, 
officials gathered for a cer-
emonial groundbreaking to 
celebrate a major milestone 
for Altruria Elementary: 

construction of a brand-
new school building.

While dirt work has be-
gun behind the existing 
facility, the ceremonial 
groundbreaking marks the 
official start of construc-
tion.

Attendees included Bart-
lett City Schools Superin-
tendent David A. Stephens, 
Board of Education Chair-
man David Cook, school 
board members, Altruria 
Principal Brennan Harri-
son, Assistant Superinten-

dent Chris Maley, Chief 
Financial Officer Lakisha 
Mitchell, Operations Di-
rector Jeff Waller, and rep-
resentatives from Linkous 
Construction and 4FDe-
sign.

Funded by Bartlett City 

Schools, the new facility 
will serve students, facul-
ty, staff and families as a 
long-term investment in the 
community.

The campus will re-
main an active school zone 
throughout construction, 

with safety measures co-
ordinated among district 
operations, contractors and 
design teams.

Source: Bartlett City 
Schools



City Schools announced.
Randall received the Em-

powering Schools Award in 
recognition of his impact 
as an educational lead-
er and his commitment to 
fostering an inclusive, stu-
dent-centered environment.

Having served as prin-
cipal of Elmore Park Mid-
dle School for the past 13 
years, Randall brings more 
than two decades of K–8 
educational experience to 
his role. Under his lead-
ership, Elmore Park has 
earned an “A” rating from 
the Tennessee Department 
of Education and achieved 
multiple years of Level 5 
growth on the Tennessee 
Value-Added Assessment 
System (TVAAS).

Beyond school admin-
istration, Randall actively 
mentors educators and sup-
ports aspiring school lead-
ers.

Bartlett City Schools 
commended Randall for 
representing the district 
among this year’s distin-

guished group of West Ten-
nessee educators.

Source:  
Bartlett City Schools
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EVENTS AT A GLANCE:

-URBAN BUSH WOMEN’S 
“DANCE FOR EVERY BODY” 

WORKSHOP 
October 23, 2026, 5:30 p.m. 

Free and open 
to the community 

Buckman Arts Center at  
St. Mary’s, 60 Perkins Extd., 

Memphis, TN 38117

Join the legendary Urban Bush 
Women for a free community 

workshop open to the public on 
Friday, October 23 at 5:30 p.m., 
prior to the company’s evening 
show. “Dance for Everybody” 
embraces the idea that each 
individual has a unique and 

powerful contribution to make 
and that bodies are a formidable 
source of agency. The goal is for 
“every body” to find their level of 

challenge and comfort and partake 

according to their abilities. This 
movement jam/dance class seeks 
to appreciacyounker@stmaryss-

chool.org to reserve a spot.

**SEND US YOUR FREE  
CALENDAR ITEMS! 
jenniferdeshazo@

magicvalley 
publishing.com

Scan This Code  
to visit us  

online, or go to: 
www.bartlett-express.news

 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Board of Zoning Appeals will meet in the Assembly Chamber at Bartlett City Hall on 
Thursday, October 15, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. for a hearing to consider the following request:

Andrea Guy, property owner of 5000 Eagles Nest Road, is requesting a variance from 
the minimum lot area requirement of the Bartlett Zoning Ordinance. The subject prop-
erty is located within the “A-O” Agricultural and Open Land Zoning District.

Any citizen who may wish to appear at Bartlett City Hall and testify either for or against 
this request will be heard. Written comments, either for or against, may be addressed to 
the attention of Kimberly Taylor, Director of Planning, City of Bartlett; 6382 Stage Road, 
Bartlett, TN 38134, and are to be received no later than 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, October 
15, 2026.

David Parsons
Mayor

Living  
with Purpose

By David Peel

DAVID PEEL
Attorney
8582 U.S. Hwy 51 North
Millington, TN  38053
(901)872-4229
davidpeel@peellawfirm.com
peellawfirm.com

T he 1950s be-
longed to the 
Chevrolet Bel 

Air, whose tailfins, two-
tone paint, and V8 power 
captured postwar Ameri-
can optimism and suburban 
prosperity.The Chevrolet 
Bel Air, especially the 1957 
model, epitomized ‘50s car 
culture, and its chrome fea-
tures, tailfins, and two-tone 
paint jobs made it the quint-
essential car of the decade. 
Hard to believe it’s about to 
turn 70. 

The 1960s were de-
fined by the Ford Mustang. 
When it debuted in 1964, 
Ford priced it within reach 
of younger buyers, gave 
it sporty proportions, and 
offered a wide menu of 
options and engines, and 
the result was more than 
400,000 sold in the first year 
and over a million by 1966.

Economic turmoil re-
shaped the 1970s. Amid 
the oil crisis and emissions 
regulations, the Oldsmobile 
Cutlass became America’s 
best-selling car for much of 
the decade by offering bal-
ance rather than extremes. 
Meanwhile Toyota gained 
ground: the Corolla offered 

a solution to the oil crisis, 
environmental regulations, 
and quality issues, becom-
ing popular for its fuel econ-
omy and durability.

By the 1980s, compacts 
and Japanese imports dom-
inated. The Ford Escort was 
one of America’s best-sell-
ing cars, even topping pas-
senger-car sales in years like 
1987 and 1988.

The 1990s saw Detroit’s 
last stand at the top: the Ford 
Taurus sold over 1.9 million 
units from 1992 to 1996, the 
longest best-selling streak 
besides the Camry, before 
Toyota’s Camry took over 
in 1997.

The 2000s and 2010s saw 
the Camry be the bestselling 
car in America almost every 

year since 1997, peaking in 
2007. 

But among all vehicles, 
the Ford F-Series has topped 
U.S. sales 1980s. . That 
reign finally ended recent-
ly: F-150 sales fell 5% to 
460,915 in 2024 while Toy-
ota RAV4 sales rose 9% to 
475,193, ending Ford’s near 
50-year run atop U.S. sales.

Mr. Peel seeks justice 
for those injured in trac-
tor-trailer and car acci-
dents, medical malpractice, 
and disability. He often 
addresses churches, clubs, 
and groups without charge. 
Mr. Peel may be reached 
through PeelLawFirm.com 
wherein other articles may 
be accessed.

Best-Selling Cars 
by Decade

Upcoming Events ...

D idn’t we just 
start football 
season?

It seems like I was just 
writing about opening 
night, looking forward to 
another season of packed 
stands, marching bands 
and hometown rivalries. 
Now Friday, Sept. 18, has 
come and gone, marking 
Week 5 of Tennessee’s high 
school football season. For 
teams that haven’t had an 
open date, five of their 10 
regular-season games are 
already behind them.

I’m not sure how that 
happened. I barely feel like 
I’ve settled into the season, 
and we’re already talking 
about the second half.

The weather certainly 
isn’t helping. According 
to the National Weather 
Service, Jackson reached 
99 degrees Sunday, Sept. 
20—16 degrees above its 
normal high for that date. 
It’s hard to get into the 
spirit of fall football when 
stepping outside still feels 
like opening the oven. The 
schedule says we’re head-
ing into Week 6, but the 
temperature feels more like 
Week 1.

Meanwhile, some teams 
are giving their fans plenty 
to be excited about. Across 
West Tennessee, Westview, 
Huntingdon, Humboldt, 
Lexington and Jackson 
Christian came through the 
fifth week with perfect 5–0 

records. Munford remained 
unbeaten at 4–0, while 
Memphis Central and 
Southwind were also 5–0. 
Those are some impressive 
starts, and congratulations 
are certainly in order.

Of course, the standings 
don’t tell the whole story. 
Some teams have already 
worked through a partic-
ularly difficult stretch of 
their schedule, while others 
still have their biggest tests 
ahead.

Camden is a good exam-
ple of why it helps to look 
beyond the overall record. 
The Lions are 1–4 overall 
but 1–0 in region play, and 
their five remaining games 
are all region contests. 
Their early schedule in-
cluded Huntingdon, Dyers-
burg and McKenzie. That 
doesn’t make the losses 
any less disappointing, but 
there is still an opportunity 
to shape a different second 
half.

Even the unbeaten teams 
have plenty left to prove. 
Westview, for example, 
finishes its regular season 
against Dyersburg and 
Covington. Getting through 
September without a loss 
is an accomplishment, but 
nobody gets to skip Oc-
tober on the strength of a 
good start.

That is part of what 
makes this point in the sea-
son interesting. Some fans 
are beginning to imagine 
a deep playoff run. Others 
are hoping their team can 
turn a corner. There is still 
plenty of football left, even 
if there is considerably less 
of it than I would like.

The older I get, the more 

familiar that feeling be-
comes. You spend weeks 
looking forward to some-
thing, and then, while 
you’re busy enjoying it—
or simply keeping up with 
everything else—it starts 
slipping behind you. Foot-
ball season seems especial-
ly good at demonstrating 
that.

For seniors and their 
families, that passing time 
means a little more. These 
aren’t just games on a 
schedule. They are some of 
the last Friday nights wear-
ing that uniform, playing in 
that band or cheering along 
that sideline. Another sea-
son will come around for 
the rest of us, but this par-
ticular group won’t get an-
other one quite like it.

So I hope we make the 
most of the weeks ahead. 
Go to the game. Take the 
pictures. Visit with the peo-
ple sitting beside you. En-
courage the kids, whether 
their team is undefeated or 
still trying to find its foot-
ing.

There may even be some 
relief from the heat. The 
National Weather Service 
expects cooler air to spread 
across the Mid-South this 
week, with afternoon tem-
peratures dropping into the 
lower to mid-80s across 
much of the region by 
Wednesday and Thursday. 
That sounds considerably 
more reasonable.

I’m ready for an evening 
that calls for a sweatshirt 
instead of another bottle of 
water. I’m just not ready 
for the season to be over.

Hopefully, fall will get 
here before football leaves.

HALFWAY ALREADY?
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APOSTOLIC
New Beginning  

Apostolic Church 
4680 Raleigh LaGrange Rd 

Memphis, TN 38128 
901-377-1920

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Bartlett First  

Assembly of God 
7981 U.S. 70 

Memphis, TN 38133 
901-388-7740

BAPTIST
Bartlett Baptist Church 
3465 Kirby Whitten Pkwy 

Bartlett, TN 38135 
901-333-3350

Bartlett Hills Baptist Church 
4641 Ellendale Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-386-9763
Calvary Baptist Church 

6252 Memphis Arlington Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-333-3350
Calvary Chapel Bartlett 

8587 Memphis Arlington Rd
Memphis, TN 38135 

901-385-3854
Calvary Chapel Memphis

4080 Mamie Rd
Memphis TN 38128

901-318-4131
Central Baptist Church 

5470 Raleigh LaGrange Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-385-1809
Cornerstone Institutional 

Baptist Church 
7288 E. Shelby Dr 

Memphis, TN 38125 
901-751-0333

Crystal Springs  
Baptist Church 

6740 Saint Elmo Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-372-0246
East Side Baptist Church 

3232 Covington Pike 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-372-2583
Ellendale Baptist Church 

3861 Broadway Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-386-4676
Faith Baptist Church 

3755 N. Germantown Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38133 

901-386-4785
First Baptist Church  

Bartlett 
2775 Shelby St 

Memphis, TN 38134 
901-386-7810

Grace Memorial  
Baptist Church 
6205 Elmore Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38134 
901-386-5790

Love Worth Finding Ministries 
2941 Kate Bond Rd 
Memphis, TN 38133 

901-382-7900
Providence Baptist Church
4351 N. Germantown Pkwy.

Arlington, TN 38002
901-937-5115

Rivercrest Baptist Church 
5900 Old Brownsville Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38135 
901-212-6656

Trafalgar Village  
Baptist Church 

6161 Summer Ave 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-388-2061
Trinity Reformed  
Baptist Church 
6771 Stage Rd 

Memphis, TN 38134 
901-386-8858 

True Light Baptist Church 
4635 Stage Rd 

Memphis, TN 38128 
901-347-2074

Waypoint Baptist Church 
5586 Stage Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38133 
901-388-5575

Whitten Memorial  
Baptist Church 
6773 Macon Rd 

Memphis, TN 38134 
901-386-5444

BAPTIST – MISSIONARY
Fullview Missionary  

Baptist Church 
7100 Memphis Arlington Rd 

Memphis, TN 38135 
901-377-0341

Hill Chapel Missionary Baptist 
Church 

4523 Raleigh LaGrange Rd 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-266-3022
Oak Grove Missionary Baptist 

Church 
7317 U.S. 64 

Memphis, TN 38133 
901-388-2752 

Oak Grove Missionary Baptist 
Church 

7289 U.S. Hwy 64 
Memphis, TN 38133 

901-388-2752
Providence Baptist Church
4351 N. Germantown Pkwy.

Arlington, TN 38002
901-937-5115

BAPTIST – PRIMITIVE
Raleigh Primitive  
Baptist Church

7247 Andrews Road
Bartlett, TN 38135

CATHOLIC
Church of the Nativity 

5955 Saint Elmo Rd 
Memphis, TN 38135 

901-382-2504
St. Ann Catholic Church 

6529 Stage Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-373-6011
St. Francis of Assisi  

Catholic Church 
2100 N. Germantown Pkwy 

Cordova, TN 38016 
901-937-4675

CHRISTIAN
  Freeway Christian Church

5069 Brunswick, Bartlett, TN 38135
901-338-8611

New Hope Christian Church 
3300 Kirby Whitten Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38134 
901-386-0211

Redeemed Christian Church 
3411 Covington Pike 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-373-3443

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Bartlett Church of Christ 

2704 Charles Bryan Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-377-8044
Ellendale Church of Christ 
7365 U.S. 70 (Summer Ave) 

Bartlett, TN 38133 
901-386-5008

Northeast Side  
Church of Christ 

5380 Stage Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-266-0060
Quail Ridge Church of Christ 

6364 Egypt Central Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-372-7888
Sycamore View  

Church of Christ 
1910 Sycamore View Rd 

Memphis, TN 38134 
901-372-1874 

Wolfchase Church of Christ 
2857 Appling Way, Suite 103 

Memphis, TN 38133 
901-385-1115 

CHURCH OF GOD
East Side Church of God 

5868 Stage Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-377-3388

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
Holy Nation  

Church of Memphis 
3333 N. Old Brownsville Rd 

Memphis, TN 38134 
901-791-9583

Jubilee Church of God-Christ 
4555 Stage Rd 

Memphis, TN 38128 
901-383-9675

 
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Bartlett 1st Ward 

4195 Kirby Whitten Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-388-2853

EPISCOPAL
St. Philip Episcopal Church 
9380 E. Davies Plantation Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38133 
901-388-9830

St. Elizabeth’s Interfaith  
Episcopal Church

Main Office
Bishop Morris and Rev. Ward

5596 Autumn Valley Dr., 
Bartlett, TN  38135

St. Elizabeth’s Interfaith  
Episcopal Church

Bishop Bartholomew  
& Bishop Morris

7157 US Hwy 70, Box A
Bartlett, TN 38135

Office:  901-409-8705

LUTHERAN
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 

5415 Raleigh LaGrange Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-386-9695
Immanuel Lutheran Church 

6325 Raleigh LaGrange Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-373-4486
St. Luke Lutheran Church 
2000 N. Germantown Pkwy 

Cordova, TN 38016 
901-756-8850

METHODIST  
Bartlett Grace  

Community Evangelical Methodist 
Church

2018 Bartlett ROAD
Memphis, TN 38134
Gracememphis.com

METHODIST – UNITED
Bartlett United  

Methodist Church 
5676 Stage Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38134 
901-386-4563

Ellendale United  
Methodist Church 
7217 Centralia Rd 

Ellendale, TN 38029 
901-386-0205

Good Shepherd United Methodist 
Church 

6050 Summer Ave 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-386-2212
Raleigh United  

Methodist Church 
3295 Powers Rd 

Memphis, TN 38128 
901-386-9320

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Bethel Church Ministries 

5586 Stage Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-372-0500
Christ Church 
5955 Yale Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38134 
901-377-3097

Community of Christ 
3548 Brunswick Rd 
Memphis, TN 38133 

901-388-1381
Cordova Community Church 

at the Bert Ferguson 
Community Center 

8505 Trinity Rd 
Cordova, TN 38018 

901-881-6169
Cross-Way Church 

2633 Altruria Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-388-8515
Grayson Cathedral Church 

3320 Austin Peay Hwy 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-385-9260
Greater Imani Church 
3824 Austin Peay Hwy 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-274-6711
Harmony Church of Bartlett 

6740 St. Elmo Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-249-7400 
Holy Ground Church/ 
Non-Denominational
5900 Old Brownsville

Bartlett, TN 38135
The Life Church 

1800 N Germantown Pkwy 
Cordova, TN 38016 

901-751-0095
Lighthouse Ministries 

4384 Stage Rd, 4th Floor 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-382-8106
New Destiny Church of Memphis 

2909 Elmore Park Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-379-0303
New Life Fellowship Church 

1747 Bartlett Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-373-9500
Philippians V Multi-Ministry 

3170 Covington Pike 
Memphis, TN 38128 

901-385-3555
Remnant Seed Ministries 

2774 Bartlett Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-386-3386
River City Church 

3871 Kirby Whitten Pkwy 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-386-4171
Ruach Ha-Kodesh Evangelistic 

Ministry (RHaKEM) 
4910 Misty River Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38135 

901-373-2940

PENTECOSTAL
Fountain of Truth Church 

7022 U.S. 70 
Memphis, TN 38133 

901-372-8238

PRESBYTERIAN
Advent Presbyterian Cordova 

1879 N. Germantown Pkwy 
Cordova, TN 38016 

901-755-6290
Grace Presbyterian Church 

6671 Yale Rd 
Memphis, TN 38134 

901-386-3241

PRESBYTERIAN – CUMBERLAND
Faith Cumberland Presbyterian 

Church 
3427 Appling Rd 

Bartlett, TN 38133 
901-377-0526

Grace Presbyterian Church 
(PCUSA) 

6641 Yale Rd 
Bartlett, TN 38134 

901-386-3241

MOSQUE
Al Rasool Center

5315 Stage Rd
Memphis, TN 38134

901-380-0992

BARTLETT TOWING SERVICE
24-Hour Towing

1807 BARTLETT RD • 387-0324
Ken Permenter, Owner

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Richard Guizlo, Jr.
owner

2755 Bartlett  Boulevard • Bartlett, Tennessee 38134
(901)388-6030 • Fax (901) 388-6552

email - bartletthomefurnishings@gmail.com

STEVEN BOATWRIGHT 
ASHLEY GILLON • DANIEL JINKS 

BRANDON NEWMAN • BRADLEY PROVENCE

Specializing in Mercedes, BMW, Acura, Lexus, Land Rover & Jaguar
service and repair.

BRING IN THIS AD FOR 10% OFF
4844 Elmore Road • Memphis, TN  38128 • (901)388-2201

www.BMiMemphis.com

DAVID PEEL
Attorney
8582 U.S. Hwy 51 North
Millington, TN  38053
(901)872-4229
davidpeel@peellawfirm.com
peellawfirm.com

The Problem of Evil

Critics of theism and Christianity claim 
not only that God is dead but that He never 
truly existed in the first place. For if the 
God of Christianity truly exists, then why 
is there so much pain and suffering in the 
world? Atheists and Christians alike call 
this apparent conundrum; “The Problem of 
Evil.” The logical problem of evil presents 
as a question: “If the God of Christianity is 
omnipotent (all-powerful), omniscient (all-
knowing), and omnibenevolent (all-caring), 
then why is there evil in the world?” Did 
God create the evil that befalls man? If He, 
in fact, did not create evil, then where did it 
come from? Is God’s “good” creation not 
as good as advertised? Couldn’t God have 
created a world without evil? Or maybe one 
with less evil? The list of questions goes on 
and on. For the critic, the fact that there is 
evil and suffering in the world proves not 
only that God is dead but that He never 
existed in the first place. On the other hand, 
for the Christian, the existence of God and 
the existence of evil and suffering in the 
world are compatible realities.

Formally, the logical problem of evil 
can be presented in this form: 1) There 
is suffering in the world; 2) There is an 
omnipotent, omniscient, perfectly good God; 
and 3) There is no morally sufficient reason 
for an omnipotent, perfectly good God 
to allow evil and suffering. In agreement 
with philosopher Eleonore Stump, I have 
formulated the argument from evil by 
substituting the word “suffering” instead 
of evil. The reason, quite simply, is that the 
problem is not with evil specifically but with 
the suffering that evil brings about. In other 
words, Charles Manson was considered to 
have been evil all of his adult life, but he did 
not cause suffering for the last fifty years in 

prison. In that way, it would seem the issue is 
not with evil but with the suffering that evil 
brings about.

The logical problem of suffering is not 
a new invention. It has been around almost 
as long as man himself. Scarcely three 
pages into the Genesis account of creation, 
we see one man, Cain, rise up and murder 
his brother, Abel, and in the words of the 
Christian apologist Clay Jones, “We have 
been going to funerals ever since.” Long 
ago, the Greek philosopher Epicurus (BC 
341 – 270) recognized and formulated the 
logical problem of evil as pointed questions 
that continue to be asked even today: “Is God 
willing to prevent evil, but He is unable? 
Then He is impotent. Is He able but not 
willing? Then, He is malevolent. Is He both 
willing and able? Whence, then, is evil?” It is 
an indicting set of questions. Questions that, 
nevertheless, need to be asked and questions 
that need to be answered. 

The theistic answers to Epicurus’ 
questions generally come in two forms. The 
Free Will Defense, and theodicy. The Free 
Will Defense does not necessarily seek to 
answer why a good God might allow evil to 
exist. Still, it is an argument that attempts to 
show that there is no logical contradiction in 
the simultaneous existence of an omnipotent, 
omniscient, and benevolent God and the 
existence of suffering in the world. On 
the other hand, arguments giving possible 
reasons why God allows evil to exist are 
called theodicy. The following articles 
on this topic cover the highlights of both 
defenses.

We can begin to touch upon the subject of 
suffering by first wrapping our minds around 
what evil is. Merriam-Webster defines “evil” 
as “morally reprehensible: sinful, wicked; an 
evil impulse arising from actual or imputed 
bad character or conduct.” And when that 

evil impulse is acted upon, suffering always 
follows. Augustine, the fourth-century 
bishop of Hippo who wrote extensively 
about the existence of evil, identified evil 
as “a privation” of good. Augustine argued 
that since evil was a privation, it was not 
a created thing but the absence of a thing. 
Much like the hole in one’s pocket is not a 
thing but is the absence of a thing, namely, 
the absence of fabric.

In the same way, Augustine reasoned that 
evil is not a created thing but is the absence 
of good. And, since evil is not a created 
thing, then it was not a creation of God. 
This is a critical assertion because it cannot 
be argued that there is a perfectly good God 
if, in fact, God is the creator of the evil that 
brings about suffering. We can safely say that 
premise 1 is true. I do not think there is any 
argument to be made there; there is suffering 
in the world. We might even say this 
constitutes a bit of common ground between 
Christians and nonbelievers. Premise 2 also 
seems to be true; there is an omnipotent, 
omniscient, perfectly good God. Premise 3, 
then, becomes the major point of contention 
between Christians and nonbelievers.

 Join us again next week as we continue 
to discuss evil and the suffering caused by it. 
This topic is important because many argue 
that evil and suffering in the world can help 
directly answer the question: is God dead?

Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Ty B. Kerley, DMin., is an ordained 
minister who teaches Christian apologetics 
and relief preaches in Southern Oklahoma. 
Dr. Kerley and his wife, Vicki, are members 

of the Waurika church of Christ and live 
in Ardmore, OK. You can contact him at 

dr.kerley@isGoddead.com

Is God Dead? ... by Ty B. Kerley, DMin.

YOU ARE FAMILY AT
St. Anne’s Episcopal Church

4063 Syke’s Road, Millington | 901.872.0303

Services: 
Sunday 10:30 AM | Wednesday 10:00 AM

Don’t see your church 
listed here?  
Let us know!

(901) 476-7116

Don’t see your church 
listed here?  
Let us know!

(901) 476-7116
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ADVERTISE 
WITH  

The Bartlett Express, 
The Collierville 

Herald-Independent,  
The Millington 
Star and The 

Germantown News  
& Shelby Sun Times

BY PLACING  
AN AD IN  

The Shopper News 
Classifieds!

(901) 476-7116

YOUR  
SALES/

SERVICE
AD COULD  
BE HERE! 

CALL  
901.476.7116

SHOPPER NEWS CLASSIFIEDS  •  RICHARDSON MEDIA GROUP  •  THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2026

AUTO AUCTIONS

AUTO AUCTIONS

To Place Your Ad, Contact Us 
Today! 901.476.7116  

adrianna@magicvalley 
publishing.com SHOPPER NEWSSHOPPER NEWS Classifieds To Place an Ad: 

476-7116

                          Auctions
GET THE WORD OUT about your next 
auction! Save Time & $$$. One Call 
For All. Your ad can appear in this 
newspaper + 104 other TN newspapers. 
For more info, contact this newspaper’s 
classified dept. or call 931-624-8916. 

            Cable / Satellite / Wireless
Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet for 
speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting at $54.95. 
Plus, a $100 gift card when you make 
the switch.  Call 1-855-481-3340

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. 
Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Direct 
and get your first free months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ 
and Cinemax included. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV 1-844-230-4803

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 

Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-844-274-6074   

                    Health / Beauty
Audien Hearing. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million 
happy customers. Call Audien 1-888-
297-2079

Safe Step Stairlifts. Enjoy greater 
independence and stay in the home 
you love. Feel safe on every level. $750 
off plus FREE installation. Made in 
the U.S.A. Call today for a free quote. 
1-866-432-3409

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 
1-844-278-8285 www.dental50plus.com/
tnpress #6258

                Home Improvement   
Olshan Foundation Solutions. Your 
trusted foundation repair experts since 
1933. Foundation repair. Crawl space 
recovery. Basement waterproofing. 
Water management and more. Free 
evaluation. Limited time up to $250 off 
foundation repair. Call Olshan 1-866-
265-5932             
        
                 Wanted - To Buy
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get your fair cash offer 
today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-877-551-1426
          
    Advertise Throughout Tennessee
YOUR LOW COST ADVERTISING 
Solution! One call & your 25 word ad will 
appear in 105 Tennessee newspapers 
for $275/wk or 28 West  TN newspapers 
for $120/wk. Call this newspaper’s 
classified advertising dept. or go to 
www.tnpress.com

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS
Reaching more than 979,000 Readers Every Week!

For placement information, contact this newspaper’s classifi ed advertising department.
591,000

REMIT TO: 7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134  
CALL (901) 476-7116

Special!!  General 
yard work, leaves 

raked, Putting down 
mulch.  Free Estimates. 
Reasonable.  PaCerno 

901-323-2822

SERVICES

901.476.7116Ca
ll 

to
 pl

ac
e 

yo
ur

 ad
 to

da
y!

Your low-cost classified ad in The 
Bartlett Express, The Germantown 
News & Shelby Sun Times, The 
Collierville Herald Independent or 
The Millington Star will help turn 
your unwanted items into CASH.

 
Line classifieds are only $30/week 

for up to 5 lines (140 characters)  
to run in all four papers. 

Display ads are also available for 
$28/column-inch/week for all four 

papers or $12/column-inch for  
individual papers (4-inch minimum).

2005 TOYOTA TUNDRA
VIN # 5TBRT34165S470405

2025 VOLKSWAGON TAO
VIN # 3VV5C7B23SM037081

2017 VOLKSWAGON JETTA
VIN # 3VW2B7AJ8HM298774

2000 FORD RANGER
VIN # 1FTYR14X5YPB52042

2019 CHEVROLET EQUINOX 
2GNAXHEV9K6122781

10-8-26 AT 9 A.M.

The Following  
Vehicles Will Be Sold On

A&A TOWING
4000 N. WATKINS

901-357-3330

ASTRO TOWING
2940 Shannon Ave. 

Memphis, TN

2006 CADILLAC STS
VIN#1G6DW677560150042

2007 MERCEDES C230
VIN#WDBRF52H87A929507

2012 INFINITI G37
VIN#JNICV6AR6CM675883

2007 CHEVY AVALANCHE
VIN#3GNFK12337G129462

The Following Vehicles 

Will Be Sold On

OCTOBER 9 AT 9 A.M.

B&B TOWING, LLC  
2574 SUMMER,  

MEMPHIS  38112

2015 SUBA FOR  
VIN# JF2SJAFC3FH571863

2017 CADI CT6  
VIN# LREKK5RX8HA062060

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES  
WILL BE SOLD TO SATISFY  

STORAGE AND TOW FEES ON 
10/14/2026:

1N4BL3AP6DC102314  
2013 NISSAN ALTIMA 

V2FR2CA6RC565041  
2024 VOLKSWAGEN ATLAS 

5TFLU4EN9BX017970  
2011 TOYOTA TACOMA 

1G1BE5SM2J7236741  
2018 CHEVROLET CRUZE 

  
1FMCU0F71KUA89395 

2019 FORD ESCAPE 

1GKKRSED6CJ286218  
2012 GMC ACADIA 

YV1612TK8F1340090  
2015 VOLVO S60

OCTOBER 25, 2026 AT 11 AM

DTS TOWING 
3930 THOMAS ST., MEMPHIS, 38127  

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES  
WILL BE SOLD AT AUCTION ON

HAVE  LOCAL NEWS TO SHARE? EMAIL IT TO:  
JENNIFERDESHAZO@MAGICVALLEYPUBLISHING.COM

WE’VE MOVED! OUR NEW LOCATION IS:   
7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134
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See This Week’s 
Answers In Next 
Week’s Edition 
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HEALTH INSPECTIONS — Bartlett — week of September 15–22, 2026

Applebee’s walk-in cooler found at 52 degrees; 
closure letter warned

Bartlett restaurant scores 89 as Yaki Bowl posts 79 with an expired permit
BARTLETT — Applebee’s, 2890 Bartlett Blvd., scored 

89 in a routine inspection September 16 after an inspector 
found the main walk-in cooler holding at 52 degrees.

The person in charge propped the freezer door open to 
help cool the unit until it can be serviced and moved the 
time and temperature controlled food into the beer walk-in 
cooler. The report warns that failure to correct the priority 
violations by the follow-up date may result in a closure 
letter.

The inspector also found the dish machine was not dis-
pensing sanitizer, priming it twice and running the ma-
chine four times without success, and directed that the 
three-compartment sink be used until the machine is ser-
viced. Two additional cooling units by the used oil storage 
were above 41 degrees, a sprayer next to the dish machine 
was leaking, plates and bowls on the line were stored right 

side up, and the dumpster doors were open.
Yaki Bowl, 6045 Stage Rd., Suite 74, scored 79 the day 

before, September 15. The hand sink at the beginning of 
the cook line had no hot water, soap or paper towels. Raw 
chicken was stored over raw beef in the walk-in cooler, a 
pink substance was found on the ice chute of the dining 
room ice machine, and a white cutting board was stained 
with deep grooves. Two coolers by the large grill were 
above 41 degrees. The report states the permit is expired 
and a payment must be made within 24 hours to avoid ex-
cessive late fees or closure.

Lopez Grill, 5653 Stage Rd., scored 96 in a follow-up 
September 18, up from 82. The raw steak stored above raw 
shrimp, the black substance in the ice bin and the missing 
date marking cited two weeks ago no longer appear. The 
report does not mention the expired bar permit flagged in 

the earlier inspection.
Hampton Inn & Suites, 2935 N. Germantown Parkway, 

scored 94 September 18 on its continental breakfast. The 
inspector cited unlabeled bagels and biscuits on the buffet, 
missing allergen notification signage, uncovered coffee 
filters on the counter, missing buffet signage reminding 
guests to take a clean plate, unwrapped apples on the bar, 
an open exterior dumpster, kitchen counters in poor repair, 
and missing or broken light fixtures.

Elle Chateaux, 2810 Summer Oaks Dr., Suite 4, scored a 
perfect 100 in a routine tattoo studio inspection September 
17.

Inspection reports are public record. Complete reports 
for all Tennessee establishments are available at inspec-
tions.myhealthdepartment.com/tennessee.

This Week’s Inspections  
at a Glance
Bartlett health inspections, September 15-22, 2026. 
Source: Tennessee Department of Health / Shelby 
County Health Department.

Yaki Bowl — 6045 Stage Rd., Suite 74
Food service, routine, September 15 — Score: 79
The hand sink at the beginning of the cook line is 
without hot water, soap or paper towels. Corrective 
action: repair the hot water and provide soap and 
paper towels at all times.
Raw chicken stored over raw beef in the walk-in cool-
er. Corrective action: store raw meats by their cooking 
temperature with poultry on the bottom.
A white cutting board stored on the two-compartment 
sink is stained and has deep grooves. Corrective ac-
tion: resurface, replace or discard.
A pink substance on the ice chute of the ice machine 
in the dining room. Corrective action: dump the ice; 
wash, rinse and sanitize the ice bin and the bottom of 
the ice head.
A chemical spray bottle without a label.
A chemical spray bottle stored on the hand sink near 
the two-compartment sink.
Two coolers by the large grill are over 41 degrees. 
Corrective action: repair, replace or remove cooling 
units that are not maintaining proper temperature.
A bucket of soy sauce stored on the floor in the kitch-

en.
A deli container used as a scoop in a bucket of soy 
sauce.
The dumpster lids are open and cardboard is over-
flowing the tops.
Comment: the permit is expired. A payment must be 
made within 24 hours to avoid excessive late fees and/
or closure.
Applebee’s — 2890 Bartlett Blvd.
Food service, routine, September 16 — Score: 89
The dish machine is not dispensing sanitizer. Inspec-
tor primed the sanitizer twice and ran the machine 
four times. Corrective action: use the three-compart-
ment sink to sanitize dishes until the dish machine is 
serviced.
Two cooling units by the used oil storage are above 41 
degrees. Corrective action: repair, replace or remove 
the non-working cooling units.
The main walk-in cooler at 52 degrees. Corrective 
action: the person in charge propped the freezer door 
open to help cool it until it is serviced and moved the 
time/temperature control for safety food into the beer 
walk-in cooler.
Plates and bowls on the line are right side up.
The sprayer next to the dish machine is leaking.
The dumpster doors are open.
No no-smoking sign posted.
Comment: the permit is paid. Failure to correct pri-
ority violations by the follow-up date may result in a 
closure letter.
Elle Chateaux — 2810 Summer Oaks Dr., Suite 4

Tattoo studio, routine, September 17 — Score: 100
No violations noted.
Hampton Inn & Suites / Continental Breakfast — 
2935 N. Germantown Parkway
Food service, routine, September 18 — Score: 94
Unlabeled food items including bagels and biscuits on 
the buffet and refrigerated food held in the refrigera-
tor.
Missing allergen food notification signage informing 
guests of allergens.
Coffee filters improperly stored on the coffee counter 
uncovered.
Missing buffet signage reminding guests to get a clean 
plate and utensils prior to serving.
Unwrapped apples on the bar.
Exterior dumpster lid and enclosure doors left open on 
arrival.
Kitchen counters missing and not in good repair.
Missing light bulbs or light fixtures not in good repair 
in the kitchen and storage refrigerators.
Lopez Grill — 5653 Stage Rd.
Food service, follow-up, September 18 — Score: 96 
(up from 82 on September 9)
There are unlabeled food containers throughout the 
kitchen.
There is uncovered food in most of the cooling units.
The cooks are wearing wiping cloths. Keep wiping 
cloths in sanitizer between uses.
There are single-use tin cans in the walk-in cooler 
being used to store food.
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Share Your Local News  

jenniferDeShazo@magicvalleypublishing.com

DON’T MISS THIS  

SATURDAY! 

THE LAST MARKET OF THE SEASON!

Crafts, Food Trucks, Live Music, Great Produce & More! 

WJ FREEMAN PARK
A KEITH MCDONALD PAVILLION

SATURDAYSATURDAY
SEPTEMBER 26 SEPTEMBER 26 

8AM - 12PM8AM - 12PM

Venmo - Credit Card  - Cash

Call: 901.372.9457Only  
$20!

Last Chance! Get A Bartlett  
Station Farmers Market t-shirt! 

Thomas Seller, Jr.
Richardson Media Group

The rivalry between the Bolton Wild-
cats and Millington Trojans hasn’t lost any 
steam over the years.

Separated by just 12 minutes on High-
way 385, many of the players of Wildcats 
Head Coach CJ Marshall have lined up 
with Scott Blair’s Trojans during youth 
football.

Now on opposite sides, Bolton arrived 
at Mooney Boswell Stadium Friday night 
trying to end a losing streak against the 
Trojans. In a hard fought game showered 
by official flags, the Wildcats emerged 
with a 12-8 victory over Millington.

“It was a situation where we had to pre-
serve and overcome a lot of things adver-
sitywise with the flow of the game,” Mar-
shall said. “But it was a situation where I 
preached to my guys that nothing in life 
is going to be easy. This game was a tes-
tament to that. We had to preserve physi-
cally, mentally and emotionally. We were 
able to get it done.”

Bolton’s fourth quarter touchdown pass 
made the difference and pushed the Wild-
cat winning streak to three in a row.

Wildcats (3-2) started 2026 dropping 
the first two games to the White Station 
Spartans and Memphis Central Warriors 
by a combined score of 84-0.

Then Bolton started its winning ways 
with a 6-0 victory over league foe Fay-
ette-Ware and then picked up a big win 
over defending Region 8-3A champs Mel-
rose 24-12.

“When I made the schedule, even go-
ing back to our scrimmages this summer,” 
Marshall noted. “We scrimmaged Arling-
ton which is a 6A program. We scrim-
maged Jackson Northside who is a playoff 
caliber 4A team.

“ We knew what we had ahead of us 
when it pertained to White Station and 
Central,” he added. “We wanted to make 
sure the guys were battle-tested from 
those games to get ready for league play 
in order to get ready. We took some bumps 
on the head in the first couple of games. 
As you can see, we’re beginning to turn 
it around.”

After a scoreless first period, Bolton fi-
nally cracked the scoreboard in the second 
quarter when Gentry Hines Jr. rushed up 
the middle of the Millington defense for a 
9-yard TD and 6-0 advantage with 3 min-
utes and 21 seconds remaining in the first 
half.

Despite being scoreless at the break, 
Millington had some success running 
BJ Martin, Chris Duckworth and Noah 
Thomas.

“It’s disappointing, very disappointing,” 
Blair acknowledged. “We felt like we had 
three pretty good days of practice in a row. 
We go out and make way too many stupid, 
bonehead mistakes. Stuff we don’t do in 
practice, we don’t at any other time. We 
come out here and it happens. I got to do a 
better job of cleaning that stuff up and get-

ting them to under the little things mean 
everything.”

Millington (0-4) had a breakthrough in 
the third quarter when Christian Green 
fielded a punt at the 50-yard line. He raced 
to his left and eluded the Bolton defenders 
to reach the end zone for the tie.

Duckworth added the two points to give 
the Trojans an 8-6 lead.

The next 23 minutes of the game was 
played under a cloud of penalties ranging 
from undisciplined mistakes to inexcus-
able plays.

“We had a fumble on a drive,” Blair not-
ed. “We had a 15-yard penalty that gave 
them a first down. They had about 15 sec-
onds, run off the clock before they stopped 
things. If we had, had 15 more seconds 
from the 9-yard line right there instead 
of 1 second, we had a couple of plays we 
could have run. That means everything. 
That’s the frustrating part.”

Millington had a chance to win the 
game with one tick left on the clock. 
Bolton placed itself in the winner’s seat 
when Calvion Wilford caught a 37-yard 
touchdown pass from quarterback Kylon 
Gipson with 10 minutes left in the game.

Trojan defenders like Kaleb Clark, 
Ayden Folson, Kolyn Clark and John 
Thomas limited Bolton’s attack through-
out the night and gave the offense one 
more shot at pulling out the win.

Facing fourth down with 15 yards to 
go at the 36 yard line, Trojan signal caller 
Cole Hawkins hit Duckworth with a pass 
with 9 seconds on the clock.

Duckworth jetted to the 19 yard line 
and stepped out of bounds with a second 
on the clock. A 10-yard penalty on Bolton 
placed the ball at the 9-yard line.

Hawkins’ final pass dropped to the black 
paint of the end zone and sent the Wildcats 
into celebration mode.

“The little things mean everything and 
we’re playing our hearts out,” Blair said. 
“That’s one of the reasons why all of 
their emotions get worn on their sleeves. 
They’re playing so hard and they want 
all the good things to happen. What they 
don’t understand is that all the good things 
will come if they keep doing all the little 
things.”

Bolton looks to make it four in a row 
welcoming Douglass to Arlington next 
Friday. The Trojans look to pick up a Re-
gion 8-4A win with the Kirby Cougars 
coming to Flag City.

“The plan each week is to come out, 
play well enough to win the game,” Blair 
said. “Right now we’ve just got to do a 
better job. We have to do a better job of 
stopping people on defense. We’ve got to 
do a better job of tackling.

“We’ve got to do a better job of con-
trolling the clock and running those drives 
we need,” he concluded. “We had about 
two or three drives tonight to where we 
put several plays together. Then some-
thing bonehead would happen and we’d 
shoot ourselves in the foot.”

BOLTING BOLTON Wildcats pick up third straight 
win pulling out thriller at Millington


